Le 


adibasi 


A Journal of Anthropological Research 


7 ~ Poge 
The Gonds ee A 
2: Hare 
2 The Kois 12 
Ly & Amir Hasan 
} Sis 
: Zs 
3 ‘The Saura view of “Good life’ ‘Happy life’ and of 20 
ai Development 
Fd 6. Mobmpatma 
< / Health Problems of Primitive Tribal Communitien 44 
3s OF of orice 
br, Almas Alt 


ere tsa, Unabancowar-Ta10N8 


* Adibasi 


Vol. XXIII, No. 2 


Editors 1 


SHRI A. K, MISHRA, 1.8: 


Dr. N. PATNAIK, 


Instruction to Authors 


quarterly periodical published by the Tribal ond 
Rosoarch-cum-Training Institute, Bhubsnoswar, Orissa 
‘very year in April, July, October ond January, It contains papors 
and findings on Soclat Sclonces emphasising tribal problems 
of Orissa, 


‘Adibas! invites contribution from porsons intrested in 
Anthropology, Demography, Economies, Human Geography, 
Museology, Planning snd Soclology with particular reference to 
‘Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tibos, 


‘Manuscripts sent for publication must bo typewritten in 
double space on one side of the paper. Each contributor will 
bbe given twenty-five off prints, 


New contributors are required to send @ note on their 
academic qualifications. resesrch experience and postal addresses 
‘along with thelr manuscripts. 


All correspondence should be addressed to Or, N. Patnaik, 
Director, Tribal and Herijan  Research-cum-Training Institute, 
Bhubaneswar, Orissa, 


‘Annual subscription ofthe journel : 
Re, 1600 os Inland 
fs, 2000 +s Foroign 


(This fs subject to revision) 


Back | 
‘on exchange by 


blo for sale, Adibasi Ie wl80 suppliod 


‘The authors aro solely responsible for the prosentation 
land the manner in which thoir articles ote written, The 
‘opinions expressed in the articles ere also''the authors and 
ot —_of the editor s and the Government 


THE GONDS 


Geographical location and spread of the 
Gone. 

‘The Gonds are the most important major wibst 
‘eroup of Contral India. Taking into consideration 
‘all the sections and sub-sections that ae labelled 
‘8 ond put under the generic name ‘Gond, this 
‘great tribe conathutes numerically the second 
‘most dominant. tibsl group of the country, 
‘standing next to the Bhil group (including al ss 

yections). The Gonds numbered. s:per the 1971 
Consus, a litte over five millions distributed 
‘over a wide tract of land that forms more of 
{ess 0 contiguous area and ore found spreed over 
mainly in the States of Madhya Pradesh, Maho 
rashtra, Andha Pradesh and Orissa. The area of 
their distibution may broadly be said to tie 
between the Vindhian mountains inthe north 
‘and. the Godabarl gorges in the south and 
betwoon some easternmost districts of Maha~ 
rashtra inthe wast ond a few westernmost 
districts of Orisa in the east. Due to the long- 
‘standing essocistion with this great tibe, the 
vest atea in Central Indio hed ‘once earned in 
mediaevel times the appellation “Gondwana” 
‘ascribed to the land of their habitation. Their 
‘maximum concentration ties in Madhya Pradesh 
‘whore they are found distibuted more ot less 
‘throughout the State with the exception of the 
fextiome northern and western ports. But their 
‘main concantration ties. In the Sotpure plteau 
in the north and the Chhettigath plains and the 
Bastar diatct in the south 


In Maharashes they are found spread in some 
(of the eastornmost districts mainly in Chandrapur, 
‘Yeotmal and Nanded that are adjoined to Madhya 
Pradesh end Andhra. Pradesh. The southern ex- 
‘tension of the tibe fs mainly restricted in some 
fof the northemmost disticts of Andhra, their 


‘main svongholds being Adiiabed and Khammam 
istits. Considerable number of Gonds aro 
‘iso found in Orissa, the main concentration 
being in Koraput district adjoining 10 Medhya 
Pradesh. 


Population and population density 

The total population of the Gonds including 
‘the Koya and other groups which are classified 
under this tribe. was §,184,638 according to th 
‘Census of 1971 of which Madhya Pradesh slone 
‘contained 7313 per cent of the totel Gond. popu- 
lation. The distribution of the Gonds in different 
‘States according to 1871 consus is shown belo 


States Gond Percentage 
population 

Andis Pradesh .. 442,715 8-89 

(Madhya Pradesh. 7313 

Mahorashtre eae 

Orissa 1085 

Other States 


5.184.536 


Since the seperate cistrctwise figures for the 
Gonds in different States are not available in 
4871 Consus. itis dificult to show the density 
‘of this tbe seperately for each district whore 
they are found in grest number, of course tho 
‘general density of population with percentages 
‘of the tibois in general in the important dstiets 
‘of Central India. (excluding south Indie) where 


the Gonds occur as predominant tribes are shown In the following table based on 1871 Census 


‘Statos/Distriots ‘Total tibal ‘Tribal per cant General population 
population to total density par 
population 8a, Km, 
) @ @ “ 
Andhra 1,087,687 3at 157 
Madhya Pradesh 8,987,403 2014 94 
Maharashtra v2 984.249 586 104 
Orissa 5,071,937 2011 1 
Balaghat \ 109,993 1182 108 
Bostar 1,033,960 6820 39 
Betul 224,838 3060 3 
Chhindwora | 348,026 3817 83 
Domoh NA. NA n 
Dura 251,082 1020 225 
Hosangabed t 67,761 7 80 
Manda | 28,008 60°84 68 
‘Sooni | 250677 3749 ~ 
won | nem vo 
Chandrapur Maharashtra 281,402, 1418 64 
Yootmal NA NA 102 
Koraput—0F : NA NA 7% 


‘Transformation and problems of identifica- 
tion of tho Gonds. 

The Gonds are a Dravidian speaking tbo 
having @ language of their own called Gondi 
which hss. Been clasifiod under the eontral 
Dravidian group of languages, Linguistically Gondi 

1d more to Tamil and Kanareso 
‘than to other impottant languages of south. Indi 
‘But It is evident that Gondi as spoken in southern 
port of the Gond territory, partioularly in. south 
Bastar in Madhya Pradesh, Chandrapur in 
‘Maharashtra and south Koraput in Orissa with its 
extension in Andhra, has been much moulded 
{due t0 the influonoo of local Telugu. The Gond 
‘wherever they have retained their own language 


‘and msintained 1 
term 


i cultural identity, use the 
"Koitor” oF Kol” 


t-dosignatory term. 
‘On the other hand, the term “Gond’ hes 
boon in use by the outsiders to designato 


all the Koitor group of people. The term Gon 
‘might have it ofigin from the name. ‘Khond’ 
‘another central Dravidian speaking vibe of 
‘Orissa which is having some tinguistic and 
‘cultura! affinities with the Gond. The difforont 
ctions of the Koitor (ie, Gond) of Bastar 
f@ though designated by vatious terms like 
Maria, Muri, Dotla, sto. the name Gond sti 
remains unfemiice to thom with the exception of 
the Hindulsed Gond immigrants from Chhattisgarh 
in north Bastar. 


Since a large variety of groups hes been 
classified 28 the Gonds of various cate 
‘povies, it is rather a difficult problem to 
tablish the rue Koitor identity for @ ofoup 
uded under a Gond category, snd at the 
me time to isolate a non-Koltor group (if 0 
Includes) {tom the fold of the Gond. For obvious 
tessons, itis rather difficult fr s0 large 8 grouP 
like the Gond spreeding over so vast an ares 
to have a homogeneous population by retaining 
through @ uniform racial, cultural and linguistic 
affinity sharing it in commen among all of them. 
Under such circumstances while dealing. with 
the problem of identifying @ group under the 
Gond fold, some important istues emerge out. 
‘We know the great Gend group in its entirely 
{including various sub-groups) is but composed 
fof a large number of endegemous groups under 
various labels and quite a few of them ate 
Undoubtedly of non-Gond origin. Leaving aside 
all the groups of doubtful Gond atgin,inter~ 
‘mattiage Is not prectised even among the various 
‘sub-groups of the Gond as 2 rule. 


(On account of their numerical dominance and 
their significant role once played in cultural end 
political domain, the Gond attained. at ons time, 
'8 supreme position and enjoyed privileged 
‘totus among the other central Indian tbes of 
minor importance. Also, some sort of symbiotic 
Telationship developed between the Gonds end 
‘some other tibal groups, whereby the Gonds 
fsseumed the role of ations and the other as 
beneficiaries.” As such, there were concerted 
‘attempts made on the part of some of these 
tribes to adopt the way af life of the Gond os = 
‘model in order to get themselves associsted 
‘with this great tribe. Thus, some wibes might 
have succeeded in getting themselves. incot- 
pofated in the Gond-fold. Also, the question of 
Some admixture of blood between the Gonds and 
other ethnic groups cannot be ruled out 


(On the other hand some significant changes 
are under process within the very Gond society 
Itsot as observed among the various sub-groups. 
‘The Gonds, in goneral, present some features 
peculat to the group as a whole, end various sub- 
‘groups of the Gond are accordingly found in 
‘hating auch features in common among them. 
‘They have their common tongue ‘Gondi'; the 
self-designatory common generic tem is “Kotor” 
‘The presence of phratry system for regulstion of 
‘mariage among them is another common feature 
of the tibe by which a group is divided into o 
few exogamaus division, each incorporating & 


fpumber of clans within it, Esch of such phrat- 
‘ies, unusual cases, is refered to in terms of the 
number of gods called pen deve, etc, which are 
‘supposed to be worshipped by the concerned 
‘members. Each clan under » phratry hes, in its 
‘turn, @ s6t of clen-gods, the number of which 
corresponds to that by wiich the phratry in 
‘question is designated. The Gond alto practi 
‘cross-cousin marriages which are found to be of 
preferred types. 


‘Though the people generally tend 10 adhere to 
their normative rules, especially to those which 
‘concern the major events of life, tis however 
{ound that thei traditional vay of life has been 


cof outside influences is apparently significant, 
‘iso in case of those who happen 10 live apart 


‘from the msin stock. In such cases it may be 
ound thet some new concepts and ideas ate 
being sccepted in the life-way, replacing the old 
‘ones which are effected through the influences 
‘of the prevailing situation of the immediate 
‘environs. The reform activities or some induced 
{estore ike intoduction end application of some 
‘State Laws of obligatory nature iso pley a 
‘Significant role in that direction. Another aspect, 
‘of change. which is worth noting among. the 
Gonds, concems bout their Veditional lengusge 
Le. Gondi, The language of a group is subject 
10 any type of change on an eesy process when 
compared 10 the social customs and religious 
practices of the group, because in such cotes 


‘orthodoxy is maintained more rigidly. The 
‘vaditional language of the Gonds, who are 
istibuted scatteredly over a vast area ha: 


‘sito undergone changes in some parts of 
their territory, either in way of its profound 
‘vanstormetion or by substiution of other local 
‘tongue. depending on the nature of theit habitat 
‘and exerion of outside influence. Thus iti 
found, among the Gonds of the northern an 
‘north-eastern extremities of Madhya Prodesh 
‘adopting the local form of Hind! in total replcs 
‘ment of their own tongue; likewive Chhattisgarh 
thas been adopted by the Gonds living in. the 
‘Chhattisgarh plains and Marathi in some parts of 
the Nogpur ploins. Even in Bastor where the 
Gonds form the most dominent tribal group, 
Halbi, one of the major languages of Bastar, has 
‘been accepted by some Gonds 28 their mother- 
tongue. The influence of Telugu has been found 
‘among all the southern sections of the Gonds. as 
already stated, 


‘The total number of Gonds (including the 
‘Koya and all the Gond catagories) was found to 

'5.158,536 in 1971, whereas only 1,900,161 
‘persons returned In the same census as Gondi 
peokers (Including 1,688.284 Gondi and 
214,877 Koya). That is, bout 38°88 per cent of 
‘the Gonds have retained their own language 28 
‘mother-longue and the rest, |. ¢, about 6314 
hhave adopted some other languages by replecing 
their traditional one, if we eecept that Gondi 
boing spoken exclusively by the mombes of 
their own group 


‘Whilo undertaking a field investigation among 
the Gonds of Jabsipur region during 1977 it 
‘was found that they have forgotten their own 
tongue, ©, Gand, and have adopted the local 
form of Hindi. But they sre aware of the) 
forgotten tongue i. ., Gondl, which they refer 
to.28 ‘Parsi-bol’, which is stil being in use by 
ther fellowamembors living in the neighbouring 
istrict of Mangia and elsewhere. They are 
‘also found to have assumed certain alien features 
‘which are cheractarstcs of the Hindus. They of 
thi region are refoned to a6 “Kisa’. Some of 
‘them claim thomselves to bo Thakur or Raj- 
Gond; the mala members put on sacred thread 
which thay take usually at the tims of marriage. 
‘They abstain from eating beef end pork snd 
remain dissociated even ftom rearing chicken 
in their houses. They resent very much af 
deinking Fiquor within the village. The marriages 
‘with some near kine like father's sister's daughter 
‘or mather’s. brother's daughter have now become 
‘obsolete. Besides, their own gods and goddesses 
the people worship some Hindu deities. A 
number of Hindu festivals ere being observed 
in fight amest. Through their traditional 
tba priest Baiga (Dosh) is called for performing 
some of thelr sociowoligious tes, they often 
take the services of Brahmins Yor ritual purposes 
‘on the occasion of some of the imponant 
‘social functions liky birth, marriage ond death. 
‘Tho ritual suvicas of a borber (Khobas) and 
‘washorman (Boreths) arv also sought on some 
‘of those occasions. The concept of tual pollu~ 
tion is found to bo well developed among the 
people and thoy do not sccapt water or cooked 
food ftom the mambers of some of the ethnic 
‘groups which they consider to be inferior 
to them in social hierarchy. All these indicate 
{8 process of transformation which is at work 
‘among soma sections of the Gonds, and asa 
Fesult, they have assumod 2 number of festures 
‘that ave the characteristics of some castes. within 
the social system of the Hindus. In this con- 


rection Grigson's comments while dealing 
with the Bester vibes, ‘worth-nothing. 
He says, “tho difficulty is accentuated by the 
tendency, femiiar throughout India, of loca 
‘groups of primitive races which are gradually 
Doing Hinduized to regard themselves and to 
‘be accepted by their Hindu neighbours os 
separate Hindu castes undor new names. So 
‘rise such names os Roj-Gond, Rej-Korku, 
Reje-Muria, Neyak-Gond... i 


Historical background 

On secount of the Dravidian charactoraticg 
present in Gondi, the traditional lenguage of 
the ibe, it has boon ossorted by many about 
‘the probable migration of the Gonds towards 
the norts from the Godover) valley. Thore are 
various myths, folk-songs and traditions found 
‘cursot particularly in Bastar and elsewhoro which 
fare indicative of such inforence. Russel states, 
‘there sno reason however to doubt that the 
Gonds came from the south through Chanda 
‘nd Bastar. 


‘The political scene of central India beginning 
from sometime during the fifteenth century was, 
‘eventtul and significant in mats of ise and 
‘advent of Gond's supremacy; they continued to 
enjoy the status of a ruling race upto the middle 
‘of eighteenth contury. A number of Gond 
Kingdoms came into existence during this period, 
‘the important ones being Garha-Mandla (Garha 
remained moar Jabsipur), Kherla (in Botul), 
Deogerh (in Chisindwara) and Chanda (now 
Chandrapur). All of them are now in Madhya 
Pradesh except the last one which isin Maha 
rasa. Towsrds tho middlo of eighteenth 
centut all the Gond kingdoms collapsed one after 
‘another on account of successive on slaughts. of 
Muslim and Maretha armies ond tack of ‘unity 
‘and want of proper leadership among the 
rulers. 


During the time when the Gond rose to poit- 
cal power and Gond Kingdoms flourished, some 
Important changes wore also brought in the soci! 
field as marked in Gond society. Consequently 
fan atistocratic class among the Gond emerged out, 
Besides the rulers, there wore Gond feudal chiots 
‘and zamindars. An appolation “Rej' was added 
‘othis class of mombors as a mark of tferentiation 
from the ordinaty class of Gonds. AS a result 
this peopie refrained from martying freely in to 
the ordinary class of Gond, restricted only to 
hypergamy type of marriages in some cases. But 
ln later petiod such term as Roj-Gond was being 


4 


applied in 2 symbolic way on vatious counts, 


mainly 98 an epithet used for an acculturated 
‘roup under Hindu influence, 

Educational institutions and _titeracy 
position. 


‘The spreed of education among the Gonds in 
central nai, particularly in Madhya. Pra 
‘where meximum population of the Gond ( 73°13 
per cent ) Is. found, is far bolow the  stondard. 
JAt provent, facltios are provided for primary 
feducotion to tbat childron in almost all big 
villages, snd in usual cases. the children need 
not Go beyond 2 or 3 Kilometers for attending 
the schools from their villges. On the other 
hand, the scope and facies for ottain of any 
higher study are too meagre to meet the gene 
domand, i there is any 


‘The literacy standard among tho Gonds, teking 
together all the groups and sub-groups including 


the Koya, as available from the 1971 census, i 
‘shown in tho following teble— 
States Torsl ——Total_—_—Literacy 
Gond number Percen= 
of lite: tage 
rates 
‘Andhva Pradesh 442,781 16417 371 
iat 4863 6498 1390 
Gujarat 402 «872164 
‘Madhya Pradesh 3769847 324444 861 
Moharoshtre ., 391,841 98621 11-70 
Mysore =. 1,778 169 EZ 
Orissa 69,340 68,054 1217 
West Bengal 46 7 1822 
Total. 8,184,836 454497 882 


(Of all the moor States tke Andhra, Madhya 
Pradosh, Maharashtra and Orissa whore the 
Gonds “form the most important twbal_ group, 
fecy patcontage fs highest in Orise, Le, 1217 
‘cent dnd next comes Maharashtra with 19:70, 
per cont, The lowest literacy percentage of 371 
Is found among the Gonds of Andhra Pradesh, 


Some observations on education may be mode 
‘on the Dorla of Injram, a village in Konts Tahasi 
in the district of Bastar, from the emporcal 
deta collected during the’ intensive. field work 
‘out duting 1958—60 among the tribe, 


— 


‘The village has a Primary School which wos 
tablished by the Distict Janaped Sabha in 
"The students mainly belonged to the 
dominant group, |. €., Doria, A few of them 
‘were from the Lohar and the Mahar communis 
‘The students who were found to sttend the 
choo}, besides those from Injram isolt, wore 
from 3 other neighbouring villages tying. within 
‘# radius of about 4 Kms. Though there were 39 
Students on the roll 
Very poor and Irregular, and hordly not moro than 
‘one-third of thom were found attending the 
{tchoot daily on an average. Some times It was. 
ound that not even a single student could 
‘manige to attond the school and this condition 
‘rovalied genorlly during peck egricultura! 
‘seaton, when tholt services. wore boing sought 
‘and ullized by their parents for some purposes. 
‘The number of fomale students. inthe school 
was very small; hardly one-fith of tho total 
strongth of the roll belonged to the fair-sox. 


Tne percentage of literacy among the villagers 
wis too insignificant to note. According to 
4971 consus. the total number of lterates 3s 
found In Injam was 16, the number of males 
being 12. Thero was hardly © student who 
continued the studies up to. the final class of 
the primary level, There was not # single case 
‘whereby a student ftom the village had gone 
for higher studies beyond the primary level 


The training institutes. of indigenous type 
called ghotu in is fll and ective form are found 
fimong’ the Muria Gonds of Noreyanpur and 
Kondagson Tahasils of Bastar. A village. ghotul 
(oF bachelors’ dormitory is moant for the 
‘unmarried youth of both sexes to spend the 
hight over there. A ghotut in Ks rudimentary 
form i lso found smong the Hill Marias of 
‘Abuihar which Ia_meent only for the boys 
But the institution of ghotu! is not found. among 
‘any other section of the Buster Gonds. Though 


Russo! mentions. about the existence of ghotu! 
‘among tho Gonds of Chhattisgarh, Grigson 
repudiates such clolm ond expr 


fabout existence of any ghotul among 
living outside Buster, As found generally omong 
‘most of tho Gond groups, their growing childrer 
jn normal course of their day-to-day life, pick up 
fand. leer by © gradual. process everything that 
perteing to thelr traditions! mode of life by 
Imitating thelr elders. Such process of sociali- 
‘ation ffects in. equipping 8 child with tho 
Fequisite qualities of ‘becoming 8 worthy member 
fof the society on attaining. maturity. A boy 


ae 


‘whén redches the ag3 of about twelve years, 
staré taking sctive roles in various economic 
ursuite 28 8 helping hand to the elders, while 
gil ot the age of sbout eight years begins to 
shate the domestic chores with her mothor and 
hlps her in various ways. 


Occupational pattern 


Agriculture forms the main core of subsistence 
‘among. the Gonds. They are, at prosent, 
primarily found to be settled sgrleulurats 
‘everywhere with the exception of a vory fow 
limited cases, particularty in some most interior 
hilly and forested tract. For example, the 
‘Maria. people ‘of Abujhmar in Bastar, who have 
been doseribed by Grigson as the ‘most wild 
section of the Gonds, stil pursue shitting cultive- 
tion. This form ‘of cultivation continues 
‘unabated mainly on account of the 
ecological setting like tilly condition of ‘their 
habitat where itis rather difficult to adopt plough 
Ccltivaion. As a policy matter the Government 
‘now discourages this type of cultivation and 
‘attempts st introducing a setted form of agti- 
culture among the shifting cultivators, sometimes 
by rehabilitating them in. Some plain areas at the 
{oothils, providing them with material aids, ete. 


Besides agriculture, labour on dailywage besis 
forms. an important occupation of the people, 
particulary among the landless section. They 
‘ae engeged as agricultural labourers mainly 
during an agricultural season by the land- 
‘owning communities. The Forest Department 
sometimes employs them to work in plantation 
job ot in the forest coups for felling wees and 
transporting timber. They are also employed 
by the Public Works Department in road building 
works. 


‘Their association with forests is note-worthy, 
particulary in ease of those living in the remote 
‘ond forest areas as found in Bestar, Mendia 
‘nd elsewhere, They derive trom forests various 
‘tems of wide range for their consumption like 
building materials for houses, agricultural tools 
‘and other domestic implements, and fuss for 
domestic uso; besides, wide varieties of forest 
‘roduce ao also collected as food items in form 
of leaves, flowers, fruits, tubers, ote.. to supple- 
‘ment their meagre foodsupply derived trom 
‘agriculture. Grigson remarks that famine hat 


dependency on forests in this 
regard. A forest is also used for grazing thelr 
cattle, Hunting is prectived as found among 


‘many Gond groups, a6 an individual enterprises 
but there area few occasions when they go for 
‘hunting organised on communal basis. But in 
10 way the Gonds may be called as food- 
‘gatherers or hunters in tha sen the term is used, 


reating is found to be # very important 
‘secondary occupation among the Doria and som 
‘Maria people of south Bastar. They are grout 
stock-raisers, owning a good number of cutie 
heads, and rearing of catie forms an important 
economic pursuit of the people, The people of 
‘neighbouring areas occasionally Wilt thelr villagos 
for purchasing cattle, They also prepara gho 
sale to tho local traders. 


Land use and ownership pattern 

Jndividual right of ownership over land is 
recognised among almost all the Gond groups 
Practising setted cultivation. But some sort of 
Joint of group ownership over land is found 
‘among the Hill Mariss of Abuihmar practising 
shifting cuttvation who ate having 2 developed 
notion of clan terrory as reported by Grigeon, 
According to him, the village and not the ind 


tice 
fieids which ate very few in Abujhmar ore 
defintely the private property of the individuals 


Scope for having ligation facilis is negli- 
gible in most pert of their habitation, and the 
People mainly depend on natural rainfall for 
‘growing their crops. This holds good particularly 
{or the areas where the people grow inferior typo 
‘of cereals like millet of various kinds. But where 
extensive wet cultivation for ice is practised, 
arrangements ate sometimes made for ‘tigation, 
Provided watersources like tivers, steams. oF 
{tanks are locsted nearby. An agricultural plot is 
‘usually utilised for raising of one crop only, but 
sometimes double cropping is done in a plot by 
‘ising some rabi crop after tho harvest of the 
earlier one, but all depend on the fertity condltion 
‘of the soil. It is found among tho Dora to loave 
{allow 2 plot of land for one year aftr itis being 
‘used successively for two or throe Years in 
rowing millet in order to alow the field to regain 
‘ts ferlity; but in case of the plots utilised for 
growing paddy, it is not necessary to keop them, 
fallow for any length of time. 


‘Toe Doita of Injam in Konta Tahsl of Basti 
have some system based on co-operative. labout 
for the purpose of agricutual acs. Here it 
2s found thatthe. fotal mount of agHcultural 


land under the possession of the vilagers. was 
21°61 acres, Out of this, 2524 acres were hold 
by 3 households as individual holdings, and 
29637 acres. wore held by the membors of five 
lineage groups as undivided joint property. That 
is, about 92°12 per cent of agrcuiurel land was 
held as undivided joint holdings. In each ease of 
Such joint holdings the tand in question was in 
the name of one person who held tho right of 
‘rant (pot), and accordingly he was called 
‘pattader. Usually 2 pattador happoned to be the 
senioimost of ellthe other mombers of the lineage 
‘Group in question. nd the petta passed over 
either to his next brother or to the eldest son on 
‘event of his death, In_settloment records, 9 
ppatiader wes mentioned as kastkar (cultivator) 
‘while all other co-sharers of the land wore 
toferted to a8 smathast (assoclatod cultivator). 
Though the logal right of the co-sharers over the 
land was recognised, vot forall practical purposes 
4 pottodar appeared to bo the real owner of the 
land; he was responsible for the necessary 
‘payment of all cesses assessed on tho land under 
his possession and his decision in any matter 
regarding land, egricultural activities, ote, was 
Supreme, It was found. thet in each of the 
‘cases of joint holdings, 1! in question had 
bbown transferred as ancestral property to. the 
‘mombers of the succeeding generation without it 
‘boing partitioned among the Subsequent inheritors 
with the att in the name of the eldest male 
member. 


‘The amount of land under each of the five 


Joint holdings with the number of farts 
‘associated with such land is shown bolow: 
Amount of land No. of families Total Not 
Under joint associated family 
holdings with the members 
land 
cl) @ ®) 
Actes 
7888 ° 63 
cert 8 2 
5678 6 34 
56-68 3 8 
3792 5 26 
Total 29637 28 


So the average size of holdings came to be 
1057 acres por housshold. Though in. such 
cases the average holdings per household was 
fairly good, the total agricultural. yild was 
found to be very low dua to unfertile condition 
fof the soil, On the other hand when consi 
‘eting the ratio of man-power to land, the 
rnumbor of workers a6 available from. the nouse 
holds associated with the jolnt holdings, was 
found to be insufficient for full exploitation of 
the Isnd_ under their possession, So to utilise 
the sorvices of tho available workforce from 
within the village, the people took recourse 
to a system based on co-operative labour 
Jn such systom all the workers including malos 
formed a sort of voluntary association known 
‘as kamtam. A patiadar by vitus of being the 
formal holder of right over tho. land, was 
reoognised as the leador or pedakom of the 
oncemed kamtam group. To form such 
‘group, the ble and adult persons from eny 
household of the village respective. of thelr 
sex and ethnic affiliation, might join at any 
‘number a8 its wotking mambors called. Kamtam= 
pail It was not considered essential that the 


Joint culivation of such mature. was rustricted 


having the concorned land. in common umong 
them. Adult members of all such familios were 
‘usually Inchided. 86 working mombors in. thoi 
‘own respective komtam cultivation, but it wos 
not obligatory. It had been observed. that 


‘some of the membors of such families, including 
that of @ pedikam’s fomily, might join, besides 
their own kemtam, any other Kanvtam, ind at the 
seme. time, in addition to it, some might have 

the 


thelr own  indopendent  euivation. All 
‘members of @ komtam group enjoyed the 
status as workers ond each of them, either malo 
‘oF female, was entitled. to get an equal share of 
fall the crops produced by theit joint labour 
But a pattader had somo prviloges and te 
lwsed to get an extra share in addition to his 
normals! 8 working momber of the 
samtom group. 


Family and kinship pattorn 

Simple or nuclear type of family isthe usual 
form and it is found in preponderance over 
all other types. as is the case among all the 
Gond groups. Joint families also occur in many 
‘casas whoreby the mated sons with their wives 
‘and. children_live in the family of procreation of 
their father. The daughters aftor thelr mariage 


—— 


leave for their husband's place. But in case 
when @ man hes but only one daughter, he 

his son-in-law settled in his 
house, and accordingly he selects and. brings 
‘8 boy home and have ‘his sorvicos for three to 
four yoers for which the daughter is given in 
‘martlage to him in exchange of the sorvico 
sroady rendered to the fothor. In such casos 
the boy (lomsene, litem) continues 10 tive 
with hit wife. in is fotherin-law’s house and 
tutiataly settles down thore, Sometimes a man, 
‘evon having sons, may bring a famsene for his 
daughter If he finds ditficulios in. managing the 
affairs conoorning his fiold activities and other 
felatod mattors on account of the minor age of 
his sons. Thus a joint family may sometimos 
include, bosidos others, a married doughter with 
ther husband and a few children, if she happens 
to bear ome of them by thon. ‘The nature of a 
Joint family continues to undergo some. changes, 
{8 In course of time all the sons separate out one 
after another from the main body and set up their 
own respective families. Among the Dotla the 
‘youngest son continues to stay jointly with the 
paronts slong with his wife and children even 
‘when his other brothers got separate from the 
father. It is the duty of the youngest son to 
maintain and look after his parents in. theit old 
age snd it is he who ultimately inherits the 
‘ancestral house. Among the Gonds of Manta 
and Jabalpur, the eldest son inherits his fotho's 
hhouse, while other sons got’ separated fiom the 
fathor to set up thoir respective establishments 
with the wives and ehild’en occupying some 
ooms constructed within the very precinct of the 
main hut 


‘A family in the Gond society isa significant 
‘entity for economic, sooial and. ritual 
‘under the outhority of its head. A. 
husband fs the central authority within the family, 
ecision fs final in. all important economic, 
social ond roligious mattrs, The wito hes 9 
dlatrict position inthe family, bing solo inchargo 
‘of all the domestic matters, Sho also. tukos 
‘equal shato of the hard ife of stuggle with her 
husband and works with him side by side under- 
‘taking various detivities in fields in production of 
‘crops, thus she forms an important pivot in tho 
‘acondmic lite of the family 


All the relatives of a porson are divided into 
two broad groups consenguinal and affinol 
‘Among tho Dorla, those relatives belonging to 

‘consanguinal 
a kutma, 
whereas, all those who belong to the affinal 


the agnatle group and 


{'0up are called vier. On the other hend, all 
the relativos, respective of ‘their consenguin 
(oF affinal rolation, are called sartam, The kinship 
‘wiminology of the Gond, paticulary in Ba 
's classifiontory in nature, But in Jabalpur itis 
{ound that tho kinship terminologies of the Gond 
‘xo similar to those found emong other joe 
Hindi specking groups. The Mandl Gonds, on 
the other hand, have retained some of tho 
kinship terms in Gond ; andthe rest 
‘expressed in local Hindi. Tha Kinship 
torminologies of tho greater suction of the Gond 
Population are customary among them. A cross 
cousin Is a potenti mate of a person as found 
‘among most of the Gond groups. Certain cata 
Gorias of kins have some special role to ploy, 
particularly the mother’s brother, in somo of the 
Important soci! functions, 
Inheritance and other related institutions 

‘Accotding to the normative rulos of inheritance 
‘86 gonerally found among the Gonds, the right 
‘over movable ond. immovable property posses 
Through the male ine ftom a father to his sons, 
‘ach getting en oqual share, Normally daughters 
have no right over any property 28 such. The 
fothor, during his lifetime may give a few things 
like a few piecos of household articles or ona 
‘or two hoads of cattle as present to 3 daughtor 
uring hor _matriage. An unmatied daughter, 
after her fothor’s death, may stay with any of her 
brothers, usually whore her widowed mother 
resides." It is tho duty of the brother who 
maintains het to arange for her matiage and 
50 ho is entitad to recoive the brideprice during 
her marriage. A widow having no. Issue is 
entitled to inherit ll the movable property and 
the house, provided she doos not remarry, But 
finally all such properties pass to. the nosrest 
Tinoage members of her doceased husband wien 
she dies, In ease of agricultural land, the widow 
ever onjoys an absolute right over it; sho may 
‘Oot Soma share as a co-cultivetor alongwith her 
‘ons after har husband's death, If sho hos no 
Children, the Property goos to the 1 
momber of her husband. In som plot 
found that » daughtar also inherits the. property 
fof her fathor including agricultural land I the 
‘man has no male issues 

But the present Indian succession acts 
allow a daughter an equal share of the father's 
property with the sons. But its effect is not 
found everywhere, Some people ate ignorant 
fof euch changes, and even if it is known the 
people continue to adhere to. thelt old system 
without any resentment from any side 


In case of succession to an important office: in 
the Gond society, it is a prerogative right of 
the male members standing in the direct line 
fof aman holding some important office, The 
women have no such privileges whatsover 
“The system of primagenstor is tha rule in usual 

"The. important offices. that ate found 
‘common in & village are village-headman (called 
Gitferently in diferent oraas_ tke Patel. Pedo. 
Nayak, Mukaddom, etc.), priest (Puja, Petma, 

tite, Doshi, et), besides. the office bearers 
Of diferent categories who constitute the tibat 
ounel at the village of regions level 


Political Institutions 


Changes In recent years 
their veditional system in having their 
Council operative as means of social contro! in 
eating ‘with vaious social offences. in. thelt 
it deals with all social breaches, 
iy in matter of sox-lfe and in Inter~ 

‘Tho invoduc- 


Is of rocent origin; but at present its sotivites 
‘are found t0 be on the whole, dirscted towards 
‘waifare” matters, The traditional authority 
‘Sructure " (gaon-pencheyat), hough enjoving 
control over the social breaches, it Is gradually 
fosing contol over the matters relating to 
economic disputes, particularly those a:sing 
‘Out of land issues. Criminal matters ke potty 
thetts may elso bo dealt_with by the traditional 
ppenchayat it tho pectons involved happon to 
belong to their own community, but the offence 
fof grave, nature tke murders are reported 10 
the Polica, Adultery and elopement though 
‘come under the etiminal procedure under genoral 
‘Seats Law, are stil woll within the purview of 
‘vibal panchayat bocause such type of cosas a8 
quite, normative according to their wibal 
Customary rules, la dealing with such cases: 
ow-0-days they have adapted cortsin  moasures 
fs reguited under the general criminal law 
which pervades the Gond society 28 wel. 


fo ose of any fntar-village dispute, the 
‘geon-penchayat of the concerned villages sit 
{ogether for taking decision. tf there is no 
olution the panchayat of few other neighbouring 
‘illages ate called for 2 joint meeting. ard the 
Inajorty decison arrived at in the mecting 
inding on the litigating parties. Formerly fa 
terran regs some sort of higher body st regions! 
Tevel was operative to deal with such cases. 


The formal composition of 2 vaditionat 
‘tibet ‘council. includes = few  offce-bearers. 
‘The important posts of the offce-bearers like 
villoge heed-men, priest, oc, aie of hereditary 
nature end succession tothe office passes from 
2 father to hia son, preferably the eldest ono. 
W the man has no son, it goes to some of ‘his 
nearest lineage members, The village-council 
‘longwith the elderly male members of tho 
‘illage constitutes the general body of tho 
‘council. 


Majer economic potentials of the tribal 
region 


‘The vibal ropions are found to be rich in 
forests. We may think in terms of establishing 
forest-besed industies in such region so that it 
‘may be beneficial to the local tribal people in 
‘solving their unemployment problem, ‘Minorat 
‘resources ate also found in many of the vibal 
regions. For example, Bastat is vory rich in ion 
fore end tin, Formerly wibal Loha's of south 
Bastar used to extract iron trom ts ore by thoit 
crude cad indigenous metiod. Now, mining mo- 
ject st Bailodia in the very heart of the Bison- 
hom Maria of Dantewara in south Bastar has 
‘come up for exploitation of fon ore. Tho Govern- 
iment mey also consider about establishing day 
ferming and cattle breeding cents in south 
estar where the Dorls end some Maria people 
are found to b> great stock-raisurs 


Major social problems: 

‘The present processes of dotibalsstion and 
transformation as found among the Gonds, pose 
‘some importent problems. The problem of con- 
version of the Gonds elthot to Christianity oF to 
Toler is nct very signitieant whom compared 

‘thor 


tunder the Hind fold by slow and gradue! process 
is always there which i ovident in verious parts 
‘of the Gond county. There are ovidences of 
some social movements among the thibals in 
‘Some parte of the Gond territory. At tho same 

are activaly 


Contemptuous nature, should require 2 thorough 
change. We should appreciate all the noble 
Qualities of the primitive folk and should attempt 
{for preservation of such qualities potsessed by 
‘them in face of the wansformation which is 
current among them. 


Potentials and problems of development 


The area of hcbitation of the Gonds, 
‘when considered ss a wholo presents a 
diversified characte in its geographical, ecologi- 
{cal and cultural settings. In some cases the 
Gonds mre found to tivo in bolation of “some 
Yomote and inaccessible areas of forest clad 
hilly tacts far away from the bustling urban lif, 
While in some othor cases they happen to. live 
tunder the influence of urban of semi-urban 
Settings, sharing in common with others 8 Iie of 
‘modernity with new idess. and concepts which 

@ lion to their culture. The high standard of 
‘integrity blended with simplicity and_unessuming 
nature, which Is peculiar to 2 primitive folk of 
‘the remote and interior region has undoubtedly 
bbeen under greet szsin whon such a group is 
exposed to the influence of somo alien cultures 
while Iseding cn wiban fife, Under such cheums- 
fences their vetue system undergoes changes 
‘and inmost cases they lose ther tbl identity 
raduel and slow process by way of transfor 
‘mation. 


‘Tho different regions presont different sets of 
problems ell depending on the prevalling local 
Conditions. Their probloms are too many and 
{it posses an upheaval teak on part of the 
Government as well 85 the social workers to 
face end tackle them. Most of such problems, 
Aa, In tho main, interlinked and. the results of 
‘any remedial measure. in tackling one problem 
‘may not be fully achieved if the “ther reloted 
Problems are eft unheeded. 


‘The problems that need attention may brosdly 
‘bo cassitied into four main categories, 


1. Eayeatinst 
2. Eeonomic 

3. Gonoral wottare end 

‘4 Eradleation of exploitation 


Education at primary level is available, at 
resent in most villoges. But moro fails aro 


10 
. 


‘eQuited to be provided for higher studies. The 
People, particularly those living in remote areas, 
‘a%@ ‘not in @ position to conceive the value of 
formal education. They fall to understand the 
significance of such education and assess its 
‘ateibutes due to the hangover of thelt backward. 
‘ess, It requites to. create a proper environ 20, 
thet tho people can understand the intinsig 
value of education. if they conceive the aim 
behind such education, they are expected to 
show 3 receptive attitude, Hare the ole and 
‘esponsibility of the teacher are very. important. 
{tis ‘ho who hs to create the interest. and a 
‘sutablo condition among the people in genera! 
‘and the stadents in particular, Another probe 

{about medium of instruction particulally In 
order areas of Linguist States. For 
the Dorla of Bastar ate distibuted in the 
close proximity to Telugu country. They 
lundersiond and speak Telugu, but the children 
fool much difficuties in getting instruction 
though Hindi; even the teacher some timos 
‘expariences difficulties in expressing himself, if 
comes from a Hindi spoaking atea. There aro 
‘also some other problems, one important problem 
‘s the unemployment problem of the educated 
Young men. After having some formal 
education, if a boy has to tovert back to his 
aditonal wibsl fife, such education becomes 
‘meaningless to him and he may at some stage 
‘expresses an attitude of divisive or aloned 
tendency, 


‘All the economic problems are gonsrally 
felated with agriculture. The problem concerns 
‘mainly with the shitting. cultvation which is stil 
found operaive in certain remote pockets, The 


trained in modern 
‘technology of agriculture and should be provided 
with better irigation system, high yielding variety 
of seed, fertiizer and pesticide. 


Under general welfare scheme there aro a 
‘number of problems Which require immediate 
‘tention. The people in most areas suffer due 
fo want of drinking water. Pauciy of primary 
health contes is another problem, There are 
‘ko need of establishing veterinary dispensaries 
at different centes. 


‘The exploitation of tribal people by various 
‘agencies isnot a new problem. It has been 
feported by great many persons engaged in tribal 
remedies and by social workers engaged in 
‘wellere activites. We are yet to develop @ 
fool-proot system in this regard. The most 
Important problem is about exploitation. of the 
tribal people by the unscrupulous money-lenders, 
land another one is about allination of tribal snd 
by non-tibal cultivators who are usually bent 
‘upon depriving the tribals. of their good. fenle 
land, 
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THE KOLS 


Amir Hasan 


‘The Kole along with thet Kindrod aces consti- Pradesh and Tripura, they. are included among 
tute one of the largeut segments of Scheduled Tribes the Scheduled Castes numbering 1,26/198, I wo 
‘population in india, Thoy afelited es @ Scheduled add up both Scheduled Caste and Schoduled 
‘Tribe in the States of Madhya Pradash, Orissa Tribe Kols, thelr total population comes to 
fand Maharashtra, ond number 4,78,821 sccording 6,14,987 which is 16 pot cent of the total tribal 
to tho Consus of 1971. In the States of Uttar population 


8 below: — 


‘The Statewise population as enumerated In Census operations is 
TABLE 1 
Populetion of kols 


Sta Population 
Ta 7831 teers 
oO) @ O) ® @) 
‘Madhya Pradesh 2,91,805 386,009 477.730 
Maharashtva $ : 83 68 
Orissa 49.397 1033 
‘THipura iy 45 : 1,067 519 
Uttar Pradosh 68,941 70,848 1,26,288 1,98,617 
India ie e, 2 559814 614,987 


In Madhya Pradesh, the Kole have beon scheduled under two names, the Kols whose numbor 
4,14,518 and the Kol (Dahait) whose numbers is 3,68,218 according to the Census of 1971 


2 


‘The following table presenta sexwise populations in Rural and Urban areas in respect of 1961 and 
4971 Censuses only 


TABLE 2 
Sexwise Population In Rurat|Urban areas 


Stats Rural 1961 


Urban Female Total = Mala Totat 
a @ ® @ 6) o (a) 8) 
MP. (2) Kols.. Rural 40,068 40,285 80,989 49,982 = 51,097 1.01,085 
us 861 7941858835 6594 13,490 
Rural. 149,965 1,486,205 296,290 1,764101,72.214 948.024 
(8) Kols (Dahait) Urban 3674 © 3804 7.758 7492 7,090 14691 
Purl =, 28 7 53 8 60 88 

Mahorashira Urban. A . 5 a 
Rul «28,072 2325 40,307 427 832 989 
Orie s+ Urban 99 35 1” 
ural 638505 1,083 237 2a 458 
Tripura s Urban 4 10 Ba 2 2 6 
Rural 63940 60485 1,24434 69,404 62,490 1,91,894 
up. se Urban. 8191088 1.854 230081718 3.7283 
Indie + Rural 27,618 2,70,902 848,517  2,9664 2,86,544 5,83,078 
Urban 5s”) 5724 «11,204 «15409 16,470 31,879 


‘A study of growth of population of Kols in 1971 as compared 10 1961. presents the following 
picture: 


TABLE No. 3 
Growth of Population 


Percentage increase in 1971 


over 1964 
ural ibaa 

Gy @ Oo) 

M. P. (a) Kols 886 258 700 

(&) Kos (Dahait) i 195 177 864 

Mahorasttrs * 94 4 

Orissa A109 4108 

Wipura aye nae 439 

Uttar Pradesh % 4 60 

India - 98 


cry 


TABLE No. 4 
‘Mates| Females por Thousand (1971 Census) 


Name of Stato Mal Female 
@ e 
1, Madhya Pradosh— 
(9) Kols 496 504 
(0) Kot Dat 508 494 
2, Maharashtra 138 862 
3, Tripure + 828 47 
4. Uttar Pradesh =, 827 478 
India + 509 491 
‘An analysis of these figuros brings out tho 
following focts 


‘The Kol population has on the whole, incroased 
by noarly 1/10 in 1971 as compared to. 1961. 
Tho incroase is highest among NP. Kols 
(896 par cont) and lowest In U.P. (74). 
‘The population of Kols has, howaver, decreased 
in Tripura and Orisga, much moro. so. in. Orissa 
whore it has como down trom five figuias to 
four figures. Tho only possible explanation is 
that in 1971. Consus most of the Kols. have 
boon included In another tribe, Thora it abnormal 
Inereoso in tho number of Kolahs a tibo of 
Kolarian group (ftom 2,03.518 in 1961 10 
3,10,728 in 1971). I 18 possible that majority 
ff Kole wore returned at Kolahs, As for Kole 
‘of Tripura, their population has boon halved 
botween the two Consuses. It is said thet the 
Kols of this Stato are migrants. In that ovent, 
variation in thoir number is quite Hkoly 


[As expected tho population of Kols in urban 
areas is negligible although the 1971. figures 
Show marked incioaso in the numbar of urban 
Kola. 


As for malojfomale ratio in M. P. (taking Kols 
‘and Kol Dahaits together) and U. P., the number 
‘of males exceods that of fomalos and. this is the 
'8ex ratio obtaining in the population of this 
tbe as a whole. 
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Their Habitat 


997 por cent of the Kols live in Madhya 
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. Thus tho main 
habitat of the Kols is the Cental Zone i.e, the 
1 Wing between tho Indo-Gangotic plains on. 
‘the north and river Krishna on the south, 
commonly known as tho Deccan platoau. 


\ 


Madhya Pradesh, the Kols tive 
half of the Stato on tho mai 
plateau, The main disvies of ther concer 

Rowa (1,07,908) Satna (84,276), Jabalpur 
(73,887), Shahdol (90921) “and Mandia 
(20.160). In 17 districts of tho St 


in tho 


In Uttar Prodesh tho distits having Kot 

von aro Mirzapur (88,276), Allohabad 
(48390), Banda (17.140), and Varanasi (2,780), 
They all are southoin most districts of Uttar 


Pradesh botdoringnorthorn most Madhya 
Pradesh dlistvicts of Chhotarpur, Panna, Satna, 
Rowa and Sajguja. Tho Kol aroos of Uttar 


Pradosh lo on the Vindhya Kalmur range which, 
1 matter of fact, constitutes the marthorn fringe, 
‘of tho Contal India plateau, 


In Orisso, the ols. are scattored throughout 
the Stato, Thay tive alongwith other Kolorian 
‘Tibos tke Sonthals, Mundas, Mundaris Kolahs, 


‘qc. Tho districts having Kol population to 1971 
Consus aro Koonjar (829), Phulbani (229), 
Kolahondi (178), Sundargaeh (61), Sambalput 


(89), Dhonkanal (83), Koraput (46), Bolangit 
(38)' ond Ganjam (1). On tho wostorn sido, 
‘holt habitat is contiguous to tho eastern portion 
‘of Madhyo Pradesh, the main country of the Kole 

vd on the noth, with Chhotnagpur Proteou, 
Its geographical contours and. formations boing 
‘common to both. 


‘The fow Kols found in. Maharashtra, oecur in 
the northorn portion of the State bordering 
southorn districts of Madhya Prados, 


Thus the Kols of Madhya Pradosh, Uttar 
Pradosh, Orissa and Meharashtra_tive in one and 
‘the same goographical aroa characterized by low 
lying and undulating plateau, ‘lat topped hills 
traversed by a. net-work of tavines and rivets, 
sandy soll reddish in colour with bare rocks 
visible to the eye and containing Iaige vatietios 
fof minerals. A long and hot summer, low rainfall 
‘and a short and mild winter, ate the main 
characteristics ofits climeta, 


+ 


‘The Kols of the tiny State of Tripurs situated 
Jn the northarn- eastern region of the country 


bordering Assam end Mizorem on the esst and. 
surrounded by Bangladesh on tha remsining 
‘threo sides, howwaver, za in an entivahy different 
‘eogrsthicel area. Thair dstict-wise population 
‘according to 1971 Coneus is 28 follows: — 


West Tripura 299 
Nomth Tripura : 
‘South Tripura ae 8 


Etymotogy of Kolarian, Kol 

‘Tha key position of Kols among the tribes of 
Central Zona is demonsveted. trom the fact that 
‘Sit George Campbell thought it fit to coin the 
term Kolar to denote Kols and kindred races'. 
‘According to Wilford. the oldest meme of India, 
‘waa Colar which owed itself to its inhabitants 
“Kole, Coils and Coolies”?. 


According 2 Col. Dalton’, the word Kot 
darived from Sanskrit Kolu, moaning a pig’ was 
{© twm of sbuse, appliad by the Brahmonical 
‘aces to tho aborigines of India who opposed 
their settlement in, the beginning. According to 
Sit John-Campbsit, the gonecie name ‘Coles’ ot 
Klos was applied 10. tho aborigines of the hilt 
county of Chhotanagpur. Mirspur and Rowan. 
He also feels that tho word “Cootee” es applied 
10.8 bostor of burden of labourer isthe samo as 
Cole or Kolve ond thst, im short, is the twm 
‘donerelly applied by the North Indians to the 

rigina tribes most of whom they reduced 19 

He further supports Col, wilford 
adding that there was good resson to suppose 
thet the ociginal word was Kola oF Kolae end 
that India was best known to the ancients a5 
Colara or Coolee land and the people as 
Colcuriane Oppert, however, hss disputed these 


views. He hes shown that although Kalauria 
riymphe has been mentioned by Plutarch, it does 
‘not ‘efor to an ancient nome of India has 


‘nothing to do with the Koly of Chhotanagpur and 
‘that the so-called Colscia is a purely imaginary 
‘appellation based in pert on a bedly pronounced 
{and distorted plural_formation of the name of 
Kallar or on Kolaroes's. He also. mentions thet 
there is nothing common between the words Kol 
fon one hand. and Kol (Kull) and Kola on th 
‘other end that Kola and Kola mentioned in the 
Ramayana and Pauranic Sanskrit iteraur 
‘should not be confused with the modem Kols), 


‘Russel traces tho tarm Kol from the Sonthali’Hor' 
‘mesning a men. This word has many forms such 
25 har. hara, ho, hoto, ewent among the Munda 
‘Tribes, to denota thomssives. The ohenge of H. 
10 K and R to being familiar ond possible, the 
term, in course of timo, assumed different forms 
*Kor0" Kolo and ultimately Kol? 


Whether Dalton is right that the name Kol was, 
thrust by the invaging Avyens on the Hos of 
(Chota Negpur, of not. the te:m Kol is still oath 
‘some to the Hos end they refuse to be designated 
8 such, despite the fect the tom Koihan (Kol- 
sthan of tnd of the Kols) has stuck to their 
habitat? 


Despite the considerable divergence of views 
‘on the origin end etymon of the tom Kol, there 
ig livle doubt that Kols and ether roces of the 
KKolarien group sre among the most enclent racos 
‘of india. Haddon" tee placed the Kol 

the pre-Dravidion races. Thero ate strong 
‘easons to hold thet the Mundas estled in the 
country of Chhots Nagpur end the Cent 
Provinces sala than the Dravidian Wi 
Gonds, Khonds and Orzons who came later’ 


Races of Kolarian Group 
The tibes counted among the Kolarion group 
‘of races are Munda, Ho, Santhal, Bhumi. 


Temaria, Juang, Laika Kol, Khatia, Konku, 
Bhuinya, Choro. Khairwar, Baigs, Bhil, Korwa 
‘Savar, Nihal, Male (Mal), Gedabs, Bhéine and 
Binjhwar of which ail except the Mundas, Hi 
Koarias, Santhele and Konkus who stil retain 
Munda languages. have lost thei: own languages 
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‘speaking corrupt forms of the current! Aryan 
dialects. drawn from Sanskrit, it will not be 
‘advisable to include Koli and Oragn among them 
198 some authorities have done, 


1 snow, more of fess, an agreed view that 
tha Kols have spreed out from thoir earlier 
habitat, Chote Nagpur to Madhya Pradesn and 
Uttar Pradesh'*. The same holds good for tho 
Kols of Orissa who aro stated to have migrated 
in tho hoary pest from Singhbhum, Mayurbnanj 
Chhota Nagpur. This also finds support from 
Shorting who stated that the Kols of Sambalpur 
came from the dictions of Cohata Negpur's 
Most of the Kols of Madhya Pradesh and Uttr- 
dosh, however, claim tho erstwhile, Rawo 
{8 their original hom”, 
anda and Allahabad in Utar Pradesh claim 
Chitckut in Bande district as thei habitat 


Legends of Origin 

‘Accarding to a logand quoted by Crooks 
Yeyati. the fifth king of the Lunar rece, divided 
his empira among his five sons. one of them 
being Tuvasu, Among his descundenis ware 
four brothers Pandya, Koala. Chola end Kole 
who inhacited his empire. The present Kola sre 
descendants of Kola’. 


Crooke also cites the Munda legend sccording 
to which, the self existant primeval gods Ote 
Boram and Sing Bongs erected 2 boy and @ git 
to people the world. They wore teught to 
ropare rigs beer on taking of which thie 
passions were inflamed and tney cohabited. in 
‘due course, they were blessed with twolve sons 
‘nd twelve daughters who were paired off and 
‘et to stat tha world. The fete of thoir descen- 
dants was determined by the food esch pair 
‘chote for themselves. The fist end second pis 
‘chose the flesh of bullock and buffclos end from 
thom otiginated the Kols (Hos) and Bhumija 
(Matkum), The next. took only vegetable 
tholr doseondan:s wore the 

Chats. Tho Suds 
Pair who chose the moat of gost ond fish. One 
Pair took shell fish end became Bhuinyas, 


‘Two pairs are pig and from them descended 
the Santhals. The last pair could got nothing 
‘seeing which the first pair gave them s portion 
{rom thair share. Ghasias, who make living by 
eying on others, have sprung from this last 
pal 

‘The Kols of Mirzepur have logend of kingdom 
Jn tho Gangetic valley from where they wore 
riven southwards by the Sarvanas. The 
‘pargona of Kol Asla in Varanasi district still boars 
their name”, 


The Kolb of Bands claim deseondance trom 
‘Savari_ who, a dopicted in Ramayana, sorved 
Rams during his stay at Chitrakut Wving on the 
fringe of the Kol hebitet in Bondo cltrct®, 
‘The same legend is prevalent among the Kols of 
Jabalpur 


Religion and Rituat 

‘The Kols of Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh 
‘seem to have forgotten Sing Bonga, the Sun 
God of Mundes and Hindulzed thomsolves in 
course of time. True in Miczapur, the Kol. bows 
before Suryenarsin, the Sun God, while leaving 
his howse in the morning but then this is what 
the Hindus, 100 do, and, therefore, there is no 
‘basis to connect this “prectioo to Munda 
wadition. 


The Kole of Jebslpur in Madhys Pradesh 
‘appeer to be moro Hinduized then their brethern 
in the North but still their religion in a quaint 
fixture of animism and Hinduism. Along with 
the worship of Hindu gods, like Mehadeva 
‘or Siva, Hanuman, Roma and Krishna.” they 
hhave their owa pantheon of gods. They specially 
worship "Devi" and carry Her tridonts about with 
thom.* In the month of Kuar and Chait, they 
‘Sow barley in pots and on the ninth day consign 
the pots t0 a tivat oF tank. At that time, the 
Devi descends on some of the worshippars” who 
Jump about like mad man, This is called Bhao 
‘Chena and a wident is given to the parson 80 
tfected. He pierces his chook with it and lots 
‘to remain there for hours. When the wident 
‘is takon out, the hole is quickly filed up.” They 
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‘also worship Fulmiti (Phulmst) and Raksel. 
‘The Kol of Kathotis sept worship the tiger es 
Baghaut Baba who is supposed to reside in 
‘every household. If 8 tiger is kiled within the 
limits of his village, 8 Kathotia Kol will throw 
‘away earthen pots as in mourning, have his head, 
shaved and feed a few men of his sept" 


Important Gods of Kols of Mizspur_ aro 
Gansam, Dulhadoo and Rsj-a-Lakhan. They 
‘tlso worship the aggregate of the loce! gods 
(din, deohar) through tho village Baiga. Reksel 
‘and. Phulmati too es mentioned in case of 
Jabalpur Kols, ore worshipped”, 


Important gods of Kols of Banda are Dulhadeo, 
Goraya, Baradeo (Probably seme as Gansam) and 
Phulmsti Jogini® The Kols, like other Tribals 
olive in a large number of spirits both 
benevolent and malevolent and lve in their 
‘constant fear. This <lso explains prevalent 
“ancestor worship among them. 


‘The Kola appear to heve sbandoned reguist 
‘Munds festivals. They observe the usual Hindu 
festivals” like Neraati, Khichs. Hol, Diwali etc. 


Social Structure 


‘The Kols are divided into. a number of sub- 
cates or endogamous division. The following 
fare the important sub-castes occurring emong 
the Kols of Madhya Pradesh 2s mentioned by 
Russell 


1. Rautla 
2, Routele—Both take thor names from 
‘Rawot! a ‘Prince’. The Raut practice, hyper- 
‘gamy with the Rautels that is, they take the 
‘deughtors of Rautels in maniage but do not give 
their daughtors to the later. They eat with the 
lastor atthe marriage feast only. 
lord, 
Kol 


4 Kagwaris—Their_ name is derived from 
‘kagwer, en offering made to forefathers in the 
month of Kuar 


5. Desaho—Their name o 
(home-tand) which refers to Rowe 


8 from “Dest 


According to Crooke, 
‘seperate tribe in MP.) meaning villagers 
‘ctuaily Ravias. They hove another offshoot 
Mabtiva (Mabte,  leocer) with whom they 
intecmary on equal terme. 


‘Two moto sub-<visions Kundaha and Gadhw- 
aria ato mentioned by Jabalpur 
Gazetteer of this cistct mentions yot 
sub-<ivison, Rekwars end points that Rewars 
land Gadhwarias are teritorial names, the former 
tofering to 8 place in the United Provinces and 
‘the ster to carha moar “Jabalpure™. Grifiths 
adds many more sub-divisions which, according 
to him ate ealied Kuthi and occasionally gotras 
by the Kols™. 


Dohaits (Scheduled as 


‘Among the Kols as U.P. the main endogamous 
subdivisons of Kura as they call them ore :— 


Rojwarias according to Crooke,"”_ derive 
‘their name from the Bangel Rajwsrias. They are 
‘mainly found in Mirzspur end Veranssi*. 

2. Revatia (Reutie) 

3. Thakuria—These two are mostly found in 
Banda end Allahabad”. 
4. Mawayya (Mawasis)—They ate found in 


Banda ®. The Mawasis as mentioned by Griffiths 
‘are also found in M. P* 


‘Crooke also mentions Bana}, Barwar (doscen- 
dante of the fig tree), Bins, Harwayye (ploug 
‘hman) and Hanviyanws (people of the “cooking 
pot") 

While the Mundas have still preserved their 
‘system of totemistic septs, most of the Kols seam 
to have shed them off, Russell however, mentions 
Borgaiyas, Kathothias’ and Kathourios as threo 
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‘The Family 

‘The Kol family is pavilineal and pattilocal. The 
Kols with 81 per cont simple households, have 
closrly shown their preference for a simpla family 
unit 


‘A study of village Jaltpurl in M.P. showed that 
181 per cent families wore nuclesr *. A study of 
Banda Kols, too, gave the same percentage of 
ruclesr familias. An average Kol family in 
Jaitpuri consisted of 4°13 and that of Banda 45 
persone", It Is thus clear that most of Kol 
familiss consist of parents, unmartiad children 
‘and sometime one or more. lineally related 
dopendant (8) 


Kinship 

In addition to persons descended from 9 
‘common ancestor, mombers of the families 
connected by mariage are, considered. relations 
‘The relations of the wife. te also held to be the 
relations of the husband. They remember genoal- 
‘ogios up to the thitd or fourth goneration and 
the names of women up to that of thelr grand 
mother 


In Bands, it was found that the Kols didnot 
remember the names. of their ancostors. beyond 
father’s fethor and father's, motber, Thre wore 
‘no woll known Kinship terms beyond the 
‘rand-parent’s stago®. 


Marriage Regulations 
‘Aa stoted abovo, Kol donot usually many 
thoit sub-castes or Kurs, although 
claiming 0 suporior status, practise 


hhyporgamy with Rautols. However, totomislc 
for 


opts wherever stil in existence in. M, 
Instance, in Mandela and Jabelpu 
‘exogamous although violtion of the rule of 
‘exogamy are not uncommon. Outside tis 
fept, a man has freedom to marry any woman 
‘except sisters of his mother oF _stop-mathor. 
Where. sopts have been forgotten, mariage is 
{forbidden betwoon relations to whom sacramantal 
‘cokes are distributed at 2 wedding * 


According to Crooke, the Kols of a particular 
Kuri donot intermarry as long 2s any 
relationship betweon the parties are romombered 
(of into. the families of the maternal grandfather 
(or father’s sister 


‘The system of payment of bride price is 
provalont throughout. Tho months of mariage 
In M. P, are Agahana, Megh and Phelgun, Magh 
boing profereaY. In U. P. the Kols prefer Jaith 
‘and Bslsakh for mariage and Agahana for 
Gauna™® According to Crooks, infent martigges 
fata not customary except among the more 
Hindulzod branches of the tribe™. Tho age of 
‘mattiage among Jaltpuri Kols. was found to be 
16 yoars for boys and 12 years for iis”. 
In Banda, the 999s of groom and bride wera 
found to be 12 and 10. respectively 
child mariage is on tho Increase. Polygamy 
although not very common Is-no taboo either. 
Thera is no tradition of polyandry but Crooke 
‘mentions a modified form of polyandry imposed 
‘on tho Kols of Rowa by the Raja of the Stato 

id that the Raja wos fond of visiting such 
subjects who had pretty daughters. whom 
for his pleasure. This part time was 
termed bijal kama (conquering). Ho used to 
give villagos to 4 git who pleased him, 
‘Such villages wore known as bijayograms 
(Wletory Villagos)™. 


Soparation and Remarriage 

Both divoree and remartiage of widows oF 
soparated persons are permitted. In Raigarh, 
the widow has, 08 @ custom, fo many her 
doveased husbond's youngor brother". 


According t0 Crooks, the deceased's younger 
‘other hat the first claim on the widow. Only 
‘on his refusal, sho cen remarry elsowhore 


‘A wife or husband can sook separation on tho 
‘founds of habitual infidelity and eating food not 
permitted by th tbe 


witeh, or of quarelsome nature, 
divorce on these grounds 1s rathor rare because 
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‘there is considerable tolerance in the Kol Society 
in such matters. Separation. however becomes 
Inevitable when 8 woman is seduced by a lover 
in which event. the lover hes to pay the mariage 
‘expanses to her previous 


Attitude Towards Sex 


‘The Kola exhibit considerable understanding 
tnd tolerance in mattors of sax although it must 
bbe stated that prostitution in tho tribe is 
‘unknown and married Kol women have batter, 
character that the Hindus of tho same social 
‘rade’, The Kol husband usually overlooks 
‘occasional Infidelity on the part of his wife but 
she commits. edultery with a svenger, shois 
‘expelled from the tube. Concubinage outside 
the tribe is prohibited, but » Kol is free to cohabit 
with any woman of the Tribe and children fom 
uch an alianes have claim ox ploperty, Sexual 
intercourse. with an unmeriod git is tolerated but 
‘H-the gitt_ hes an intrigue with en outsider, she 
is out 


‘Tribal Organization 


‘According 10 Griffiths, almost every Kol Village 
in. Cental Province, has a haadman called 
Mahato, literally, a leader. He is assisted by 2 
functionary ealled Chharibardsr. He takes decisions 
‘on matters affecting the willags community with 
the belp of influentiat persons of the village”, 


‘The real power to decide clsputes rests with 
‘tho vilage Panchayat consisting of all the 
influential people of the community end 
possessing “Dharme and Dhan’ (Piety and 
propery). The panches. as the members are 
taille, ate not elected. The following are some 
‘of the matters desit with by 8 Kol Panchayat. 


(1) Enting and drinking with other castes, it 
such hos bee forbidden, 


(2) Sexual aboration . 


(4) Divotee and care of children. 
(6) Failure to support the family 


(6) Debt, drink, betting and quar. 
(7) Injury to oF Killing of sacred animals 
(8) Defying of traditions not sted ebove. 


(8) Raising of funds ot suppliss for szclo- 
taligious observance. 


(10) Property and inheritance when in diapute. 


‘The decisions of the panchayats are rigidly 
complied with. Thay sre not essy to violate 
because of the social pressure the panchayat con 
‘build ogainst the recaicitant. Howover, in 
‘matters regarding property and inheritence the 
‘aggtieved party may go to a law court and 
sometimes even the Panchayat advises so", 


In Mandls, the heed of the panchayat is called 
Gountis. The cffice is hereditary and the 
‘cumbent siways belongs to Begsiva sept’, 


‘Among the Uttar Pradesh Kole, the head of the 
villege Penchayat is called Mukhiya or Chaudhary. 
‘Among the Bands Kols, the post Is not hereditary 
bt ceotcing to Crooke the post was heredtary”= 
presumably im Mixapur end Varenasi districts. In 
any villages there is no permanent membership 
fof the Panchayat. Wnenever there is a dispute, 
‘the Mukhiye nominates a panel to decide i. 


The Kole have elso intorvillege Pancheysts 
‘federation to consider and decide matters affecting 
the tibe es 2 whole.” Griffiths mentions an 
Jntervitage organ near Katal consisting of twenty 
{0 thiy Kol Commitises. In Benda (UP), the 
Village Panchayats are effiiated to the grand 
‘numberof villages 


‘The Mukhias as woil 
the constituent village Panchayats from the Grand 
Panchayat which elects its chief, lo called 
“Muichis’ form amongst the members. No women 
‘are memburs of villoge or gramapanchayat.” 


cred by. the 
ynchayat on 8 wrong doer are a cash tine, 
community feast of outzasting the culprit” for a 
Specified oF unspecified period. Generally the 
futestte is restored to. tho community on fovdings 
‘the brotherhood’, 
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‘The Madhya Pradesh Panchayst Act, 1962 
provided for special Adivasi Panchayats. The 
special provisions, however pasled, 
It is not known how far the Act met the require- 
‘ments of the Kols. There is, however, no gain- 
saying tho fact that the Kol Panchayats are in @ 
state of decay, mainly on account of the statutory 
Panchaysts which, at loast in Us P, are more oF 
leas, @ non-tibal affair and do more harm than 
‘Good to the Kols. 


now stand 


Inheritance 

‘As among tho Mundas, tho sons |nherit the 
property among the Kols, too. If there are no 
sone, the property passes on to the father or 
brother, Hany. The share of each son is equal 
‘except that tho eldest son gots something in 
‘xcoss of others. The daughters both married and 
‘un-mastied havo no claim on proporty but they 
110 ontted for maintenance being alloted to 
tack, The sons also share tho 
marriage. Tho 
Ineritanee is not decided until the youngest son 
comes of ago.” 


‘The prectice of adoption is prevalent. An 
‘adopted son loses his right in the property of his 
natural fathor and becomes entitled to inrit the 
property of the adopting parent sa natural 
son" 


Kol Economy 

‘According to Russell, prior to their contact 
‘with Hindus, the Mundes lived on fruit and root 
because their language has no tom for village 
trade end agriculture! Implements. Although 
‘the Mundas and Kol separated in the forgotten 
‘past, they stil share the common hertege of 
poverty and their main occupation of boing 
labourers 


‘According to Griffiths, the Kols of Cental 
Province were mostly day labourers. Usually 


payments wore made in kind. In villages, they 
‘wore ald three pounds of wheat for a day's 
‘work, In cash, they ware paid 118 annas (ten 
pase) daily each, Woman workers wore paid 
‘about half of the above wages. Wags wore 
bottor in urban areas where dally wages. in 
industrial plants’ ranged between 4 to 5} annas 
(25 10 35 paise). Griffiths also found that Kol 
families moved from place. to place in search of 
work and that wes why they lived in crude 
houses mado of mud walls and with a roofing of 
thateh® 


‘Accoiding to crooks, most of the Kols wore 
ploughman although few cultivated thelr own 
land. The ploughmen wore paid two seors of 
‘ain por day, bosidos a blanket, a leaf umbrella 
‘and @ rupoo and hall in cash per-annum as-well- 
18 special food at fostvals, They wore sito 
ivon a Bigho land froo of rant this boing called 
Kola ot Kolya, The village landlord took two 
days forcod labour from them in a yoar, once for 
ploughing and the other for thatching his house 
Many Kols iso indulged in the practica of 
shifting cuttivation, locally called dabyat, 


In Varanasi dati the Kols earned their tiving 
by cutting wood end as water caries, fishormen 
and agricultural labourers 


A study of Consus figutes of 1931, in respect 
‘of Contral Provinces shows that 68 por cont of 
the Kole wore employed as fiold labourers and 
18:7 por cent in unspocified jobs whereas 16. ps 
cent wore agricutursts. Thus 71°7 por cent 
‘earned their living as labourers. Only 12'3 per 
{ent wero angaged in other occupations. 


‘That tho same occupational pattern has persi~ 
sted through the ages and that there has buen no 
significant occupations! mobility, would be evident 
from the analysis of Consus figures of 1961 and 
1971 as discussed in the paregrephs that follow. 
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Working Force 
Table 5 prosants the percentage of total workers among the Kols 


1M.P. 
(0) Kols 
(2) Kot 

2. Maharashiva 

3. Orissa 

4. Tripure 

6. U.P. 


Percentage of Workers 


se 
22 


582 
27 


55 
268 
4 
492 


361 
a4 


Its striking that the percentage of workers hss considerably declined between 1961—1971. 
‘his is hatd to explain because by no stietch of imagination the economy of Kols has improved. The 
‘possibilty that the employment opportunities of the Kols hava dwindled, however cannot be ruled 


out. 


Let us now have a look 2s the ratio of males and females in the working force. 


‘Male|Femate Ratio per 1000 Workers 
A. 1961 Census 


(2) Kos 
(8) Kols Dat 
2, Maharashtra 


786 
67 


2B. 1971 Census 


i 
oO) @ Cc) co) © 
1M. 
(0) Kot ite 582 ae 648 362 
(0) Kot ae 87 423 m2 278 
Dahait 
2. Mohorashtra 1,000 
3, Oris 782 248 Both Rural & Urban 
4, Tripura 628 372 909 oT 


BUR. 600 400 804 108 


‘While these figures clasrly establish that the discouraging their women to work for & living 
‘women form a significant portion of the working or because of deterioration in their working 
force and contibute to the family’s earnings, condition, lessor number of women especialy 
‘a comparison of the Census of 1961 with that the younger ones, ate coming forwatd 10 
‘of 1971, shows that the proportion of women work on hite ot the jeb opportunities hove. 
In the working force has declined both in rural decreased. 

fand urbcn areas. This can bo becouse of three 

factors. Either following in the foot-steps of The following figures give an idea of the 
the non-tibals, the Kols, too, are gradually occupational distribution of Kale 


TABLE No. 7 
A. Occupational Distribution 
1961 
State Rural) Cultivators Agricultural Mining Other Total of 
Urban labourers ete. Categories workers 
oO) @ CO) a o» © 
Madhya 
(a) Kol ® 164 294 29 1198 cos, 
w) 65 92 12033-8900 
(0) Kol 8) 108 439 27 443 vet 
Dahait (Ww) 50 42° 13502892529 
Moborashtra —, (RY Me 847 19 5660 
() ” é 
(n) 264 126 62 987 487 
Ww) rE a a 
Tripura a @ 102 86 1741085180 
w) ‘i : bs 
up. (a) 115 408 18 44 oe 


Ww) oa 4 os = 278327 
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‘Those figures lary show that formal education hes not made much headway among. the Kola 
almost negtigible among the women. Despite tho schemes. of scholarship. and re-Imbursoment 
of foo, incidence of education beyond primary school, is very low, as the following, figures would 
show. 


TABLE 


Education among Kals, Matviculation and beyond 


Number of Parsons 


1884 19H 
7 = Maen 
io} (2) (3) (a) (8) 
Movieulaton and above but below graduation .. 62 2 1199 39 
Graduotion and ebove 1 1 26 2 


Although it is gratiying_ that figs. of 1971 Iagor oF small monsure, A study of tho Kole 
show considerable lnprovement over the position social institutions, eeonomie condition end expan 
1 1961, the position is sl far fiom stusfactory, son of aduestion mong. thom. brings ow ae 
following point 
Potentials und Problems of Development 
‘Tho Deccan. pliteou and extonsions of this Social 
plates a8 well os Chota Nagpur plate in Gy yy 
Orasa, poses 0 large number of minarl>.  quoyyng 
Most important among thom afe coal, ton and 
rmenganese, bosidss goologiel formations. tke , The Statutory Panchayats have nat buen 
‘imastona, “monazte, granites, silica o9ual to thal tabk among tho Kol, 
‘Those minerals have eon 3190 (>) Probab 

WY a6 result of non-tiba infuone 
teed bisa lan: Pe: SATU grgnaa, crite Hl Somehs tha Manas otras 
under pubio soetor, Tho tract hoe a great inthe Kol Tele dette tus of women 
Potuntial for davelopment of coment, pabe:, faa’ tle tl oh th 
chemical and glass industries. besides industrios 
based on forest produce. Tho atoa is, HOWOVE,  Equcatio 
not very fertile for cultivation. “The main crops EAueation 
are millots,pultes, ro and whest and under the i ; 
Community Dovelopmont Programme thore has G2NErA isnot satisfactory, It extremoly poor 
boon continuous efforts to develop agicuture Mong the women, 
With encoureping cebu (2) Higher ediGation including technical 

‘education is negligible among this tbe 


it tralttanal panchayats ore gradually 


(1) The progress of tracy and eduestion in 


Thus, thre 80. doubt that the Kol ve in 
apts wich team pom 
ithe ging fot tet tae ho bor 

Secspetond "natty "among the Kok The (1) The Kol and lage, hoe remained 
development and industrializetion of the area has !abaurers. There is no marked occupational 
brought little improvement in the economic Mobility among them. 

condton of tho Ka: "On_ the conver the (2) Tho. parang of lndholdes_ anang 
Possibity that the development process yom has docreasd Insoad of Inocing. 
aves tlc tho Inet ofthe Keb, oan 

Tote led aut In any cave tree no doubt (8) A lage sean of he Kol papultin a 
that the sonore tle wer Griubelin | Wdeea 


a 


(4) Thete is evidence of bonded labour among 
them in certain eras 


(8) In forest areas, they ore being exploited 
by forest contactors, 


is evident that the most glaring problem of 
the Kols is thelr poverty. which has persisted 
espito considecabla funds invested for thele 
‘economic development, The muin reason for 
this stat of affltsis tho sorup lous exploitation 

farmers, contractors, and money lenders, 


‘The hatd truth ls that the exploitors without 
contributing any thing In. tibol areas but have 
‘acquired respectability enjoying considereble 
political end sometime official patronage. They 
have got themselves. at Geonsabha, Bock and 
district levels, Tho result is that they manoge to 
Tomoin above low. Therefore, encetment of laws 
‘alone will not end exploitation, The St 
Government must gear up. their policy ond 
‘administrative machinery to deal with exploitors, 
Tendgrabbeie, money lenders, contrsctrs, 
formentors and prosecutors effectively end put an 
fend t0 age-old exploitation. 


‘As for gainful employment of Kols, they would 
like to be settled on land having been long 
‘associated with it «8 febourors. This, however, 
isnot @ proctical solution, for it hes not been 
possible to increase the afea of land under the 
Ownership of Kols during the past 7 years of 
planning. Moreovet the land under their plough 
fr that likely to bo allotted to them is. far from 
being. fertile, Having been habitual wage 
fenmers, they eannot be successfully self employed 
Independently. The best course therefore would 
bo to set up small factories or Industrial proces: 
‘ing units under public oF co-operative sectors at 
‘walking distonce from tribal vilages, whore the 
Kols, both mn and women con get jobs at 
reasonable wages. Such fectoties or industrial 
‘unite should make use of only simple machinery 
‘and use as tow matoial such stuf 98 are handiod 
by the Kola in thoir daily fe for instence, agticul- 
ural and forest produce and minerals of the 


Forest plays en important role in the economy 
fof the Kols, In many. aroas forest contractors 
fre ditectly. responsible. for tho indebtedness, 
bondago and poverty of the Kols. In Banda for 
Instanco, tho Kole aro forced at @ nominal wooo 
10 pick up kendu leaves, The Kols living in forest 


‘ar0as possess a thorough knowledge of the fore 
‘and forest produce and fool at home whi 
‘otking In the forest. There is great scope. for 
improvement of thelr economy if the contract 
syaton for gathering of forest produce and their 
processing is gradually obolished and the Kols 
rectly deal with tho Department end Public 
Undertakings. 


Nolther as agtcuituriets nor 9s hired wege- 
‘agmors, the Kole con hope to become well off, 
For this, their occupational mobility is 9 must. 

they havo to be educated 
coffots 


Its through education in general, schools 
techni intitutions that would ultimately 
Kols to adopt more remunerative occupations, 


While there is scope for improvement in the 
feduestionel schemes for Kols, the drawbacks 
should be removed and the problems of 
‘stagnation and wastage should receive our 
serious attontion, its the proverbial poverty of 
Kols that should receive the top most priority 
from those who are planning for their develop- 
ment 


Socially, we have to respect wibal institutions 
and taka. steps to proserve them. Reformist 
‘activities by socio-rligious oF politicio —religious 
Insitutions must be discouraged. Kol women 
enjoy considerable freedom in. personal matters 
fand are earning members of thelr families. Their 
status of near equality with thelr men and their 
freedom must net be Interforod. with. The Kols 
should be allowed full freedom to develop 
‘according to thelr own genius. At the 
‘samo time, the development process and 
Intorcommunication ave bound to bring. changes. 
In thelr socio-economic life and influence their 
Values. We have no business to provent them 
‘rom adjusting themselves to changing iroum= 
stanceo either 


Lastly, the Contra! Government _may do away 
the anomaly of tho Kols being @ Scheduled Tribe 
in somo Statos and a Schedulod Casto in others 
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The Saora view of ‘Good life’ ‘Happy life’ 
and of ‘Development’ 


Development i = vary complex process 
in tribal areas, It ie emphatically oriented towards 
fenturing @ happyand prosperous life to the families 
fand the communities. The development planners 
‘and administrators in India have all the good inten- 
tions, sincorty and devotion to the cause of 
{happy and prosperous life for the society. But 
‘usually they have sssumed tho universal applica 
bility of their own ideas to such things: 
This assumption on their part may not 
conflict with the majority view of happy end 
Drosporous life. But it may violentiy clash with 
the minority views of happy and prosperous ie 
‘And hore, we are concerned very much with the 
‘View of the cultural minorities, a major segment 
fof whieh is composed of tribal people of “India, 
‘Their view point, thei evaluation and assossment 
In torms of thelr goals towards a happy and 
prosperous life may not be decisive In_formula- 
ting the development plan for a region. But these 
‘should be taken Into consideration with a 
‘concern and sympethy for thei wall-belng to the 
foxtent these do not run altoctly counter to the 
ational goals and objectives. of development. 
In other words, i is 10 bo explored and assessed 
if the tribe! people of region share tho samo 
‘gosls and objectives of davolopment as the 
planners and administrators have, and. It 80, to 
‘what extent, bolore © particular set of changes 
{re introduced in & region supposedly to serve 
‘helt best intorost. 


‘This insiders’ view of dovalopment or any change 
‘or of aay thing happening in tho tribal society 
fF in villages and citios, is. always. emphasized 
by Anthropologists. They cstingulsh between 
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‘etio® concoption oF view as coming trom an 
outsider of an observer, on tho one head, and 
fan ‘emic” conception or view of the insider or 
Participsnt, on the ther. An Anthropologists 
‘conscious of the torial and moral values of tho 
ognitive syetom of a tribal or any other culturally 
‘autonomous group, which may be very much 
fferent from his own oF fom that vast majority 
Of his county. But ho also knows, that becouse 
fof his differences in the value system and inthe 
Cognitive system of the peopla concerned, the 
‘ovalopment process cannot go as strelght as in 
‘other araas and a diffrent. dovelopment streiogy 
hs to be adopted for thom, He also appreciates 
‘the fact that the concepts of good ita or moral 
Ife, heppy and prosperous life in a tibal commu- 
nity may be diferent from one another but they are 
Involved in one anather and hence aro. indepen- 
‘dont and affect the process of development. Of 
‘course, in @ changing situation in which mast ot 
‘tho tWibos find themselves today, these concepts 
may bo varying between the young and old oF 
between thos? who have edopted Hindu or 
Cristian way of fa and those who have tiled 
to stick to thelr hoary traditions or betweon the 
‘educated and iliterate veetions of the same tribal 
peopl. 


‘The good ie, in tho view of any people 
belongs to the moral ofder, Ono leads a good life 
by obterving social and raligious. norms. and this 
‘confoimity to the norms ensures him appreciation 
in this ifefrom hisneighbours, friends, relatives and 
ftom his people in gonoral. If there is & concep 
tion of ate life with rewards and punishments 
for conducting this if, » good life in conformity 
with the norms including re 
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him reward in tra form of cherished objects, 
‘comforts or attributes in the aftr life. I appro- 
‘aching god or maging in Godhood i: also @ 
cherished religious goal, this becomes 
highest reward to be sought through leading & 
‘900d life on eerth. Leading a happy life. on the 
‘othorhand, is oriented towards enjoying or having 
the capacity 9 enjoy good things of life. These 
{900d things may be conceived of dilferenly in 
‘itfrent cultures, Dut these invariably ensure 
personal or familial euphoria weusly through good 
food, tinks, comfortable housing, good 
having plenty to feast upon with friends and 
relatives, enjoying good health and perhaps 
revelling in sex, having servants to otder about 
or having dependants. over whom one has lot 
‘of control, progressive reduction of volums of 
‘annual labour of iy work This happy life 
‘may conflict with social, religious end. moral 
Principles of @ soctety under certain ctcums- 
tances. But this cannot flout the norms conti- 
‘ously over a long petiod. For, in the lost 
‘eventuality the material means to such well-being 
may be withdrewn or effectively reduced end 
‘thus may not sustain the bases of such # hapoy 
life for any lanath of tims. 


We have yet to clatily the concept of pros 
pperous life, as the invariant goal of development, 
‘whether in the context of tribal or non-tibel, 
js always prosperity of the families and comm- 
‘ities concemmed. Prosperity in life refers to the 
‘achievement of desired goals. This may be 
‘material acquisition, prestige attsinmont in 2 
stratified society. Enjoyment of lieure is a 
concomitant of prosperity. indulging in politics 
‘0F social service without remuneration i similarly 
8 possible utilisation of le'sure, following from 
material prosperity. Often material prosperity 
‘con be utlised as 3 lover for ennancing one's 
Social position, That meuns, economic advance 
Mant may secure higher position and prastige 


in the soctety to the extant that these postions 
canbe achieved ax distinct from the inherited 
postions. 
Scope 


Aer having discussed the concepts of good 
‘ie, happy life and prosperous lite in relation to 
development in a particular region oF in a part 
ular ethnic group, we may take up the case 
study of the Ssora of Ganjam Agencies. This 
e080 study may show how the sponsored 
development process through the Govern- 
ment agencies, as conforming to the 
Fequirements of good life, happy Ife and pros- 


perous life of Ssors, es thay visualize, It is 
iso possible to examine whether the ends and 
mesns of sponsored development came. into 
‘conflict with the indigenous concepts of good 
lie, happy life_and prosperous life. Further, 
128 the Stora of Ganjam Agencies are no longer 
8 homogenous community of Lanjia Saora of 
primitive Saora, it has been necessary to examine 
‘the issues with reference to Lanjia Seora, the 
Hinduisns Sudha Sabora and tho Chiistionised 
Sore living in rural arees of Genjam district, 


Methodology 
‘The frst Research Project has been carried 
ut for Ph. D. thesis on the subject of “Sudha 
Sabra : a study of Hinduization of & tribal 
‘community in Orisss” by the author. The second 
Research Project on “Social Ecology of persl- 
stonce of Shifting Cultivation in Saora Hills, was, 
conducted by the Research Assistants, Shi RN. 
Poti, Shri N. Jena and Shri R.N. Behera under 
the guidance of Dr. L. K. Mohapatra, Professor 
‘and Heed of the Depsrtment of Anthropology, 
Utksl University, Vani Vina, Shubsneswat, during 
‘the yee" 1877—73. The fist projact took me 10 
16 vilages under C.D. Blocks of Nuaga 
the Second project 4 
vilages, under the C.D. Blocks of Gumma, 
R. Usaysgii and Nuagads, wore intensively 
stusied. The techniques of observation, group 
interview, individual interview and case studios 
‘have boon used for compilstion of ‘their concep- 
tions of good life. happy life and prosperous 
life end of the development process in general 
However, it must be acknowledged that the result 
‘of this study as embodied in this poper, cannot 
bbe considered to be fully representative of the 
vorious sections of the Saore population of 
Ganjam Agencies. 


‘The Saora of Ganjam Agency 

‘The Seors, Sabs'a ot Sahara numbering 
{342,787 in 1971 are found all over Orissa State, 
‘But the Seora of Ganjam agency arens and the 
adjoining areas of Koraput distict occupy a 
compact region of ils and valleys. Wo are 
‘concerned in this paper with the Suora of 
{Tribal Development Agency) Ganjam Agencies. 
‘They number so many in the Tribal Development 
Agency tegion of Pariakhemundi subdivision, 
This tribe is not_a homogeneous one although 
its_major subdivisions share @ common cult ira 
‘heritage. In the provent context, it would be 
‘29propriate to divide the wibe into three sections, 
ke () the Primitive or Lanjia Sore, (ii) the 


Hinduized of ‘Sudha Sabar’, (ii) the converted 
‘oF Christian Seore. Agsin, the primitive section 
Consists of the endogemous. social groups. 
‘Aci, Kindal, Meno, Malis end. Lani, However, 
tho. common identity of the Lenjia Szora is 
‘exprossed In. their lineage “Birinda! or “Khoja’ 
‘organisation, in religious bullets and rituals such 
participating In. tho worship. of common 
‘pits and ghosts, and in thelr pro-oecupstion 
‘with supernaturaism pervading the social end 
‘economic life. The socond section consists of 
‘the endogamous groups of Svora lke, Jute, Jars, 
ati, Bima, Sarda, Mala, Sunapania who ate. in 
‘itfernt stagee of Hindslzation, The groups 
{ake on tho appeiiation of “Sudha Sabare 
‘exhibiting, in dagroes, certain cultural festures 
fof Hindu castes. Despite the divisions, thele 
fdontity is marked by excluding the Lanja “Seora 
in. matters of marital und commensal releions. 
Further the identity if expressed in having the 
social oiganisations, similar to the caste-counci 

{or regulation of social life along the ine of 
focal Hindu cettes, The third section, Christin 
‘Soot, is drawn from different groups of Seora 
‘The adoption of new religion hos segregated 
them from other two: sections end other local 
castes. But the Christian Saora are not a 
hhomogencous group, whet they sre. supposed 
10 be under the Christianity. The groups observe 
Tineage (Bitinda) exogamy, hold their group 
identity under the Christian section, congregate 
Under “separate church establishment in order 
to isolate their ethnic idomtty es distinct from 
that of the Pana Christians. 


‘Summing up in @ most gonarat way, the Saora 
‘community of the ‘Saora Land, is. not_homoge- 
‘neous tribe, on the levels of cultural autonomy, 
‘economy, literacy, goal orlenteton and holding 
tniform attitude towards the ‘outside world and 
the sponsored development, On the levels of 
‘economy the Lanjia Saore are more bockward 
than the other two. sections of Seora, In 
idoptions, tho Chistian Saora have 
‘mote progressive atitude than the ‘Sudha Saber 
‘The incidence of literacy 8 more, inthe varying 
dogroes, in the last two soetions than the Lana 
‘Ssora, On the basis of such cultural diferent 

fan attempt Is made to project and de 

their conception of good life, hepoy 
prosperous Iife and of development, 


41. Lanjia Saora 
‘The Lanjia Score hardly make any attempt at 
the ofitical assessment of the usefulness of 
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cevstomary practioes and beliefs which are 
thought to have been shored from generations. 
To them, no good life is possible ot should 
‘exit beyond the noms, which have esteblshed 
‘stoble toc! relations and have boon instrumental 
for appropriate Intoractions among themselves 
‘and with members of other social categores, 


‘The Lanjia Sora consider it to be good lito 
‘whon thay do net evade “UKKA” (customs in 
Voque) and commit “Es (actions causing wrath 
‘of the god 0° the supernatursl powors)'. win has 
‘described that “Ets” includes incest and_breachos 
of toligiout norms. Tho fear of “Ets encourages 
the atiet edherance to the socio-rligious 
prectices, 60 that the spirits and ghosts would 
hot cause diseases, epidemics, cattlo-diveases, 
ctop-diseoses, truaney of rainfall and so forth. The 
"Buya’ (priest) end the ‘Boj’ (Shaman) are the 
intermediories, bstween the individuals. and. such 
‘unseen powers, who by dint of their professional 
lore ere copable of ensuring good life. The 
intermediaries, algo, conceive of having fami 
feletionship with ther tutelaries of opposito sex 
in the underworld. Each of the intermodiriss 
itorprets and translates the desires and_ctivtes 
(of the spirits with the help of his/hor tutelary. 
The supematural powers are_supposed to toke 
‘active interest in human affairs. The key to 
{ood life Is to know, in advance, the cesires of 
the men gods and spirits ‘and their social 
conditions in the underworld end are to be 
Invited together for participation in tho social 
‘gatherings. and functions 


(On the otherhand, tho “Ukka’ or the patterned 
bohaviout tequites’ individual conduct ond. its 
lolation is punished by the euthorty of the 
‘community, The breeches of “Ukka" include 
telling ies, stoaling, commitmont of adultery, 
‘non-repayment of debt, forciblo occupation of 
swiddon that had boon cleared by noth 
Individual, not ving with one's wife ot the 
"Bagad’ (patch of shifting cultivation) for 
certain patiod of the year, non-return of gifts and 
‘such othor things. The Lanjia, however, in 
the changing situations, would not go against 
the “Ukka’ st any cost, although the formal 
‘authority Inflting punishment in the breaches. of 
“Ukka’ is weak. In the Lanjia society, there of 
also no formal socio-political institutions. to 
Testrain the individuals from resorting to deviant 
modes of behaviour. 


The religious functionaries are expected 
{0 obsorve “Ukka’ even more rigorously. 
functionaries commit ‘Ere’ by violating 
severe social consequenc 
rath of thor tutelary dei 
The wrth of tutelay spits would eulmina 
‘causing crop failure, 
epidemics and all conceiveblo _catatropher. 
‘The moladiog $0 caused are mount for wiping out 
the community 


anty_ rain, moro. disvases, 


The consequonces of the breach of norms and 
commitment of “E1ai" aro far-reaching to the 
extent of wider extensions and the community 
consensus does not appreciete such type of 


antisocial behaviour. They threaton their social 
stebilty.enmasse. The customary and patterned 
bbehaviout, the sociel behaviour in confirmation 
{to tho ‘Ukka’ have made their tibel system 


living ono through generations, isolating them 
from their nelghboutes. As such, ‘Ukks” and 
‘Eis! constiture their mors! values, These eve 
‘the guidelines for leading good life in Lenjia 
socisty, Further, the oral Wadtions lack  prociee 
formulation of ‘their social code of conduct 
There is no society where the individuals ere 
left to make moral choices without referring to 
social resctiptions which 
vary in range snd rigidity. No Lanjia Saore 
‘would lose sight of those two lightposts-"Ukka” 
‘and ‘Ersi—the guidelinas for good. and happy 
Ife. The “Ukka’ and ‘Ere’ would explain the 
‘way the Lanjia Saora evince an ambivalent ova- 
uation of motal and good life in the chenging 
situations, 


Ths principles of social life and morat 
io of the Lanjiassora are partly derived from 
‘the geography and ecology of the Agency 
torrain where they live in small vilagea 
‘which aro mostly en hill slopes. The main-atay 
‘of thle ite is swiddon cutivation (Bagada’ of 
‘Angwat) and twirace culation, Generally, they 
{ease out the wotiand, and terrace sultablo for 
paddy cultivation, Tho. awicklons 
‘occupy a significant place. in Lanjia  Saora 
seclo-economis fe. From ewiddons thay harvest 
16 oF mors types of erope lke paddy, olaveds, 
vegetibles, pulses, green loaves and a varity of 
fibres for’ home-uso and the surplus, f any, Is 
exchanged. Tho types of crops and the 
‘ropaing-pattem are sq associated with thelr 
feconome life that the principal meal for sie 
‘months aro obtained from this source, It isthe 
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lace of spending thelr time with family and 
Tineage members, of nogotating for bettothal and 
‘of worshipping Gods and spirits for the. walboing 
of the individual and the community, The Leniia 

18 shift their habitetion temporarily (rom 
‘Juno-dJuly to Januery-February) from the village 
{to Bagade’, They ive. thors with. thelr family, 
‘mambots til the harvesting of all crops are over 
‘The *Bagedss' are prepared in such a way that 
‘the lineage, members cccupy the nelghbouting 
atohos. "Such type of habltajon gives. an idea 
that the Lanjia Seora lineages ato concentrated 
Inthe hil-slope villages fom February to Juno 
‘and scattored over on wider aroa of ewidder 
{rom July to January. It if tho village 
‘with their polvgynous families are flown over 
‘the hilltops, ill biows and hill-lopes whore 
the properstion of swiddons are possible. 7 
‘swidden accommodatos thsie Polyaynous fail 
Scattored over duting these months. In. view 
‘of the Importance of swiddens in Lanjia Saora 
Iie, the practice of siting. cultvetion “not only 
Provides them the type of cereals, vegetables 
{and green leaves for thei food, but it ineulcetes 
4 form of ‘socs! life embeded in theit economic 
4nd other seclal institutions 


The comparative absence of specilization end 
consequently of the division of labour (other 
‘than ege and sex) has mado them more dene. 
dent on their kin. members economically and 
sociely, The extensive agileulturel operations in 
swiddens require 2 number of labours. st ¢ 
‘ime for the purpose of electing, cibbling. 
Wwooding (‘Gubula)’ harvesting end “canying. the 
Produce to the village, As such, the demand of 
bout, outside their community, must bo met by 
payment to which the poor Lanjia Soars. shirk 
{for monetary transections in exchange of labour, 
Rather, lebour-exchange has boon institutional. 
3od_ end _difforentiy been pstterned. in thelr 
Society. The ‘Ans’ (age-grade labour organi 
tion), ‘Snsyam’ (help to kins end. bond-frends) 
9F ‘Gancdi’ (without expecting in. return, “sii 
Badt’ “(crop-woge) “Danadi" (\imaly help to 
labour to tho “consanguineat and affinal kins 
‘expecting some in return), “Kuded!’ (labour 
‘exchange between two families), ‘Copatong’ (the 
{amiss co-operate in turn taking cattle to forest 
for grazing) and some other are the age-grade 
labour organisations and voluntary. Iobour 
lations, These aro st the base of helpful 
Generousity, amiable tempor, co-operative atti 
‘des and other dimensions of Lanjia Seora social 
Ife, Such social attitudes ate extended. to. the 
‘oxtont ofthe fect that when other members of 


his lineage sre starving, storing of food is 
socially ostecited. The Lanjiasoclety Is. unstat 
fied of egalitarian in thot sanse of equidistribu- 
tion of economic benefits, especially in food 
rmoteriels, Holpfuiness and gonarousity in Lenjia 
Society follow from some of the Independent and 
‘other social vaticblos, such 2s typical variety of 
trope ale produced. ftom the solltype In tho 
fgencies; retoutce and produce csnnot be 
hinged to 8 greet extent in the existing condl- 
tions. lregutarity of monsoon ceuses crop. 
failure, regularity of good cops and. estimated 
huivesting of the seasonal nature of the produce 
iin addition to the channols for transportation fetch 
‘them Intgular Income, The nature of the 
utliastion of the produce by the community ond. 
its size, and the limit of social interecion with 
‘thor sthnie categories; contibute to the factors 
ff upholding tho tineuge soldsrity end ethnic 
tcohesivenoss 


‘They uphold a very high morclo of economics; 
thot the economic advantsga ct the expense. of 
his lingego of community mambors is against the 
social notms. Violayon of such norms, progresi- 
Wely reduces tho individual's socil wellbaing.and 
Consequently the individual cannot make copital 
{or happy life out of. Tho sociel arrengemonts 
{or property relations and its inheritance in Lanjia 
Soclaty, puta strong breka—agsinst the 
faeonamic  Individusliam, All londod property 
joint'y owned ao tomed es mati 
The landed property lke swiddons, end 
twitace folds ate inherited and distibuted 
jointly, As auch there are “Kheja_ matam’ 
(ewiddons and terreco tlelds inherited by the 
Tinoego members), “dojulmatam* (common. 
Inheritance from tho. linoages of great and great 
Giandstethors), ‘Salal_ matamy’ (swiddens and 
torace fiolde ore created by joint labour), ‘Sagu 
Chasha’ Joint elaim over the income trom 
matams). The gioup solidarity and social 
ahosion of the Lanjla Sa0ra saclty is further 
fexprested in holding the propsrty_of “Garajang 
‘Andruku’ (villaga ownership), The_mombers 
of different lineages and religious groups living 
Jn the village have tha claim of jolnt ownership 
find iohelitenea of the propery of 'Garajang 
Anduku'. As an egiieutural community, tho 
propety relations in. the Lanjia society ote tho 
major concerns end have been variously oxpre 
‘82d in their social_ife of lineage identity and 
village unity. There are ressons for 
standing against the conclusion that the lineage 
‘members of Lanjia society remember and recog- 
rise the ancestors till 5 or 6 ganetations after 


which the social principles of finsage of “Khai 
fexogamy, thin out, The amorphous character of 
anja Saora socioty is assumed from the fost 
thet the Lanjia Saora migrate very often from one 
Tocality to another terrain in search of fresh 
‘widens. But tho property relations and the 
faqui-distibutlan of income. thom the ‘mater’ 


sources emong all tho lineage members, towever 
‘they live in distant. places, cement the band of 
‘lea of “Biinda’ continuum. The soviel 


salldrity of Lanjia Saori inno way wo 
than the tibsl peoples having centralized polit. 
‘eal organisation for regulation of their eutural 
‘and social eutonomy. 


The Lanjia Socio-Culural Ife is vary close 
to the pantheon of suparnaturalism 30 much so 
that their daly sctivties ere believed to bo: 
tegulated and contiolied by the spirits, shades 
fand deed ancestors. They exert heavy pressure 
‘on Lenja purse, Without thelr support the Lena 
withdrawn from the sources of hoppy iio 
‘The ohowts, splits and ancestors ore supposed 
to partake of the items. of Lanjie happy life. 
In this sonao the Lonjia try to widen tho gap 
petwoon thelr natural cnd supernatural world by 
‘moans of sierifico, offerings, appearing them by 
fuililing their demands and by thor methods 
snnounced by the sultabl intormaiarios botwoon 
thom and tho ‘boliot) in. supernatural. power 
The villages and local eas ute supposed to be 
protected from the spirits other, than their own. 
‘Sahoob Sum (foreign god) in tho form of 
wooden Idol are worshipped to drive way the 
flion spits, In the months of Maren to May, 
the Lanjia are soon busy. in using up tho lito 
‘oxceet 0° thelr produce alter paying off tho old 
fobts. In no case, tho pending domands of the 
Gods should bo dofered. The months, are 
Temomboted with and owalted for good food, 
‘excessive. liquo'-drinking, dancing, laxity of sex 
fon tho festive occasions, frequent visit to tho 
markets or shandles in. the plea of purchasing 
oF disposing of the produce. The occasions aro 
‘often associated with the religious purposes to 
fecuce the family mombars. tree trom dis 
to colabrate regular festivals of Kendu! Nua, 
(fest eating of Kandule, a pulse). Amba Nua (Fist 
‘ating of mango), Karja end Guar (death anniver 
‘sary of ancestors), Jame! purpur (seed worship) 
‘and other individual and lineageoworship in tho vlog 
‘and swiddens, The occasions are marked with 
the regular features of inking, dancing, esting 
long with the village members, —fineage 
members and members of other villages. 
Thee Is hardly limited to the 


any foast 


a 
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participation of an individual, or members of 2 
family. Mery-making is a port of the religious 
‘activites: the tutelary spirits, spits those 
‘guarding. individual end village wal-being “ere 
supposed to paricipats in the metry-maki 
‘There ste occasions where the ‘gramadovi? 
(village deity), Sahesb Sum (foreign gods), Jhalis 
(a god for village and individval — welfare) 
Barsum (hill god) Rusisum (the spits of rishis 
supposed to have lived in the hills) onda good 
umber of gods ate worshipped 
{0 do away with the bad omens. In other words. 
‘tho happy life for Lanja is to enjoy disease-free 
body for himself, for his family members and 
for the members of his community. To them 
the happy life would only be entured by the 
‘supenatural powers if they are properly 
ploased, 


The Lanjia Saora are very fond of children, 
They do not think the female childion to be 
8 liability, rathor they are considered 98 assets to 
bis household and agricultural works. They 
become happy it they sae thelr childray are 
disease-free. Thoy would go to sny length 
to tho extent of mortgaging the crops standing 
ln folds and other propartion te moet the 
‘expenses of curing their alling children and 
{forgetting over barranness. No Lanja divorce 
F think of second marriage it only fernala 
children are. born to tho fist wife. One of the 
Considerations for mariage and for polygynous 
families might bo to have more children and 
‘moto women for more acquisition of swiddens. 
Mt would be hasty to count thet polygyny and 
shifting cultivation are positively correlated. 


‘Tho happy life in the perspective of material 
enjoyment like food and dress varies on the 
bbasls of ago and sox in thelr society. Tho 
Younger generations are more sensitive, to the 
foshionable dress and houses with two toms 
than the older generations. Besides, — the 
Younger generation do not feat to change the 
‘older pattern of atrangements of materials in 
‘tho houses. The Lanjia Saora gods enclosed 
in pots ore hung down from the roof, nether of 
the generations. raises objection to the indoor 

tices of animals for curing of diseases or 
fulhiling the promises made for the gods. 
Invespectve of age, the mombers of own village 
oF of other villges together enjoy the feasts 
with the presence of thelt lineage and. affinal 
members on the occasions of euring of diseases, 
driving out the bed spits, popitiating the dead 
‘ancestors of taking of positive steps for village 


wellbeing for tho next yeat. On the 
day of feast, the whole village inclading the 
‘children and the panos (untouchable Harijans) 
living near the village seem to be busy in 
connection with the occasion. None go. for 
‘ther works. They enjoy the day with food, 
‘ink. dance ia the presence of their respective 
‘292-grades. The months fom January to June, 
there is hardly 9 woek when thote would be no, 
fosst ‘nthe village. The months trom July-Nove- 
‘Mber-January are dull seasons for congregational 
feasts, ahhough there are plenty of individual 
worships in the swiddons or terrace fie 


The Lanjia Ssora think themselves to bo 
Prosperous, when they adequately meet. tho 
feligious ‘demands amidst thelt telatives a 

{tiends, and help them, in return, on. those 
ceasions. Nothing tortures tho Lanjia Sa 
‘then to be idle during the seasons of ‘swidden 
‘and terace euttivation. They hardly” tako 
interest in the daily wages, nor, prefer to take 
feforonce from the neighbouring communities in 
‘connection with their economic life. The purpose 
‘of attainment of ‘material prosperity cannot bo 
{totally ruled out, but such achiovements are. in 
conjunction with religious ballots, ritual tor spits 
‘of dood ancestors, ‘Soayum’ “Matamy’ and such 
‘other sovial organisations and gatherings where 
the spirits of the communal’ solidarity. ia 
dominant. To them. the material prosperity 
should be shared with other members of the 
Community. The prosperity to them should bo 
displayed by entertaining the community and 


N. Sudha Sabares 


This section of Ssora is found indifferent 
‘stages of socio-religious integretion with the 
‘neighbouring Hindu Society. The process can 
‘be viewed from two points of social. behaviour 
leading towards the common goal to secure a 
‘social position in the caste hiersrchy or towards 
leading a Hindu way of life. The process. of 
‘alienation from their primitive bretheren in conns 

‘tion with the manifested behaviour of magico 


es 


‘eligious and social activites, is almost obvious 
‘to the outsiders, The section is very much 
‘conscious of the existing segregation betwoun 
themselves and the Lonjia Sore in matiers of 
sottlement tern, in swidden cultivation, in 
dress, in mattors of food habit. in speaking 
langue, in social relations mainly of marital 
find commensalty, They usually settle in pleins 
fond or ‘poder’ around which the land gradually 
slopes down towards a water course. Pluins- 
fond round tho vilego Is suitable for hervesting 
agi; musterd BL bluckgram, horsegram, athara 
fof county votluty ‘Kendul’ and other pulses and 
‘covonls move then thei family requirement. They 
make ceth out of i They do not pructiss shiking 
uttivation beesuso it is the mainstay of the 
anja Score, ond is associated with  theie way 
Of life. In the consideration of the Hindus it is 
Inferior type of cultivation which fetches low 
‘social prestige, It below the dignity of Hindu 
pesssntiy. The groups of Sorda, Jati, Jora and 
Some of Jucel Sebstas cleo prectise swidden 
Cultivation 28 a souree of eddtion:! income or a 
Sours of earning eas. Lanjis are known for thei 
peculiar dress of long nd narrow loin cloth 
having a long tall ike flop hanging down 
across. the welst at the back. Their women 
put en a bleck skirt or ‘Beds’ around their waist 
faving the upper part of the body bare. The 
Sudha, Sabara. show 2 contrast in dress ond put 
fon the dresses similar to the neighbouring 
Hindus and the untouchsbles. The language of 
Sudha. Sabata is not completly free trom the 
chaste Saora language with the eccents, 
Whereas, the Sunapenia group speak local oriys 
‘with some peculisr accents. The Sudhs Saboras, 
‘adhere to the types. of food they should take, 
fos proseribed by thelr respective group councils 
‘Kala mola’. The Kula mela, in thoit reapactive 
rmeotings,resviet the commensslity and marital 
Telations with the primitive groups of Ssoro and 
the deviants ate fined and punished. Tho 
‘significant function of the "Kulamela' is to keep 
records of their group principles and to odd ot 
to diop out tho now ot old nrinciples standing 
Jn the way of upward social mobility in the 
region. 


(On the otherhand, the Sudha Subara make an 
fort to. integrate and identity themsolves with 
the Hinds casto society. The proceedings of 
the Kulamals which act as directives of customs 
fand ideology of ‘tho respective groups bear the 
testimony of thoit affiliation with the wider 
indy socioty. The Sudha Scberas ate 
nomore & local group. They ate wide-sprecd 


* 


from the agency to the plains areas, As the 
‘section of the Sudha Sabar include 98 different 
fendogemous groups, only 3 of them hold 
‘Kalomels” regularly st the interval of 2 oF 3 
years. They sre abided by its mandatory 
principles, and ate in a position to enforce tho 
forms ond morality of Hindu cultural life. it 
Seems, the gioup are tending neorer to caste- 
Society and ate more of toss inflyenced by the 
ideology of caste stratification On. tho moral 
plane, they ty to reintorpret atthe level of their 
Individyelintocests the conceptions of hell and 


hhesven, belief in “Karmaphala 
purity and pollution, afterlife, ‘papa’ and ‘punya’ 
{Gin ond religious record) “Dana” ond “Dekahina 


Joka’ (salvation) and other traits of Hinduism 
that would inflyence the social behoviour and. 
‘etivtes of individsels in this fife, The boli 
i conformation to the religious and social 
potas in this world is not only taken to be the 
(900d life, by the other Hindys, but. the confor- 
fists ate amply rewarded in their afterlife, 
‘The highest rewatd in the afterlife, in. Senskritic 
Hinduism, is taken to be the “mokshya’ oF 
‘salvation or merging with godhood or no birth 
hereafter. Of course, theto is belief in gradation 
(of celestis! life depending upon the activities 
Sad good life (besing on Hindu standards) led 
by. en. individaal in this world. As such, the 
individusls spend 2 substantial portion of 
their economic possessions towards the attain~ 
iment of individual good life after death. in 
View of securing. them in the other world, the 
Erteria of good life in this world are to earn 
‘punya’ by giving ‘Dana’ (permanent parting) 
Zn ‘Dakshina’ (Payment for such parting). by 
‘observing death and birth pollutions and by 
engeging Brahmins in the mariage and mortuary 
fites in Order to make the union sacrament and 10 
tglve solace to the dead respectively. Often they 
Sven desire to spend a considerable amount of 
their income on pilgrimege, holding feasts on the 
‘occasions of local fares, festivals (Balijata, Dolo, 
Gomha Purnims, Durgapuja ‘Osh, “brat 
((oligious fastings) ond on othor oesesions 


Brahmin, 
‘norms of Hindu life, though cannot be seperated 
fom it, ate equally rigid to gain the oppreci 
fof good fe. It includes the marioge within 
the group, restiction on movement of women, 
esis to procure male children for continuing 


the ‘vansha’ _(lineege) gstting ‘pinda? 
{(eligious offering of ries-balis to the ancosto"8), 
festrctions. on interdinning, obligation to enter~ 
tain the tertocal members of *Khandss’ (regional 
group) on tho occasions of expiations of eow- 
ling, of “‘patak” (worms in wounds) and of 
‘such others which aro balivad to soal ihe doors 
(of heaven for the victims in thoi afte-if. The 
‘Sudha. Sabar mako invesuments on these soveial 
titvallstie occasions to earn good life not only 
Jn thelr earthy I but alsa in the ator ita 


‘Tho Sudha Sobsra are economically better off 
than the Lanjia S20va, The natural resources are 
‘manipulated to the extent of wet cultivation, 
horticutue, intensive cultivation, growing moro 
{cash ops, getting income from the poty-jab 
‘works, It incites them to search for new 
venues of income which are prestigeous 
In the views of Hindu neighbours. The Sudha 
Sabera, out of theit scanty incoms cherish to 
have two-roomed houses with « courtyard inside 
‘and wide varandah in front of the house, 
Following the Hindu model of house plan, 
village plan snd plan for the installation of 
delties. they seek for out houses, linesr avangs- 
ment of houses In nows. and temples at the two 
‘ides of the village. The verandah and the 
house are considered to be situally pure for the 
fect that every Hindu house is 2 temple and 
should not be polluted by possession of msterals 
considered rtually impure. The household 
members must not do away with by spxinling 
‘emulsion, transplanting Tulsi plant (occimum 
sanction) in front of the house and by preserving 
oblations of the great god, like Shiva, Jagennetn 
‘Thakurani and other Hinds gods. Tne household 
‘members must not overide the decisions of tho 
‘eldest males ond females : and the famales 
should follow the ditates of the males, They 
consider those to be happy familial life whieh 
fonsure them caste-endogamy, abhorence trom 

2 marital lations and obedience of females 
‘to males and children to thie paronts. 


Both younger and older ganerations are not 
0 casuil about dresses, To them, the dress 
‘ot only is a roquiremant fr the body but it has 
lis own prestige symbol before the nsighboure 
‘and outsiders, Without it, one isnot _more 
than & Lanjia $a0ra. Even living inthe same 

pou dor members. da not object to the 
fashionable dress put on by the Younget ones. 

‘Tooy also take delight in. taking good food Ske 

‘mutton, fish and liquor, slthough these sre not 

the bases of good Hindu life, The last itom is 


{in conflict with the local Hindu customs 
3 the other two items of food ate not 
‘objected by the local Hindus. The “Kulamela’ 
‘bronibite idealiy, the use of liquor in any form, 
‘But in sctusity in each end every ‘Kula’ feast 
end who feasis on the occasions of mariage, 
oath and festivel, quot is_u2ed lavishly a8 
fan itam that tokes the marriment to climax. Tha 
fomsiez slo pavicipste in drinking quot on 
‘sven occasions. The socio! norms ato, on 
toms occasions, veded fot heppinias et Indi 
vidual and group love. 


‘Acquistion of land (Pedar and Joba), storing 
‘of paddy and saving of money in the form of 
hard catn ate tha fow selected criteria of 
‘estigeous position in local nierachy. The 
Growing trend emong the Sudha Sebsra Is to 
‘sng2g2 agriculturs! labourers, to entertsin the 
Government Officials on tour and to participate 
in the local politics which are being emulated 
Prostige os itis in vogue with the loca! Hindy 
‘costes. Inespoctive of thelr economic status 
Bositions they cherish to have in fact, the 
Fesouices that ‘sise thei social status to tho level 
of the local Khandayats or the paikas, who do 
‘Rot confim to the fextual vaina model. They 
do not lose any opportunity to extend theit 
‘interpersonal relationship “with the local Geuda 
(Cattle herders) and tho Paikas. The late: caste 
is known to have historically associated with 
‘the Muthedars, the heads of Muthos (definite 
tracts of sgency aress). The individual Sudha 
Sebere would prefer the csste-based sovial 
status to Individual economic woll-being. They 
Yond to merge their identity with the Hinds 
peasants by taking up the practice of plains: 
{and cutivetion and orchards (orange and 
banana) which are the easte-fae occupations, 


‘At the group level, efforts are being 
made to temain elert to the oiganisa- 
tion of local festivals and to hold mootings 
‘of ‘Kulomels’ and thelr sizeable participation 
Init. The acquisition of social prestige in the 
focal hierareby is not an individval mobility 
rather it is. 9 group concern. Similarly et tho 
individu! level, the conce:n ia to acquire landed 
Property, to muintsin tho life of @ passant 
‘austerity ond to participate at tho holm of 
Government ffs. The Sudha Sabara mal 
possible tfors to. take tho local leadership in 
‘sgrcultural innovations and in making suoness 
the regional festivals of “Bailjta’ and 
“Manikeswari’ and in showing active intorest in 
‘he tectotalism in having _monogemous form of 


marriage, In sccepting hypergemy and in heviog 
‘Tatipanch’. Besides that, they expose theif 
knowledge. sbilty In Keoping sbresst of ‘the 
stores from the epics, in describing the 
oxperionces, end of thelr sacred vets end 


piligimages, In conceiving dreams about the 
Serie in the otver world and in vying to 
{quote them before other local costes and 


‘categories for the purpose of emphasising their 
ftogregation from tne Lanjia Seore. To them, 
fchievements in these sectors of social life are 
the Indication of prosperous life, Naturally, 
‘they hope for such designs of Hindu plessant 
‘way of lvings which ensure them happy ond 
prosperous life 


Il. The Christian Saora 
“The conversion of S20ra into christianity lacks 
self-motivations and complete chenge of belet: 
Tather it may be described as lineage-conversion 
‘and village-conversion. The data show that the 
mmojorty cases of conversion have economic 
Conversion of “Kheia’ 


feligious faith into christianity 


‘Atthe instance when the Saora fail to cure 
some of the endemic diseases of long-siiments 
the missionary agents come to their rescue. 
‘Taking this opportunity the later persuade them 
{to forsake their belief on their age-old practice 
fot worshipping. spits and dead ancestors for © 
ture. The agents of mission cure them by 
‘applying medicines getting in return from thom & 
promise of conversion after the cure. In view of 
Such conversions by the simplicity of words. they 
Continue to show reverence t0 their primitive 
Social and religious belies and rituals in matters 
fof drinking of liquor, olfering liquor 10 the 

pective gods in swiddens, public dancing, 
Tineoge exogamy, easy divorce, attending and 
‘observing the deoth foosts, mariage feasts, 
Village feasts of ‘Jhalia’ dance, _“Jamalpur’, 
ambonus’, ‘Kandula, ‘Nua’ and other traditional 
festivals, which ate’ contrary to the christian 
practices. Of course, the venue is the premises 
fof the churches. They alto, stick 0 the brood 
principlas of christianity that observing X' mos, 
Congregations! worship, monogamy, weekly 
‘etendance of church, and discarding the worship 
‘or giving habitation to their traditional gods in 
their houses and ‘Ikons’ 


“The good life to them, Is to five in_ obedience 


to the principles of church-life or ‘mandal 
(limit of subdivisions of Roman and Cetholio 
Church organisations in this ren), The t 


tional worship of different gods in the old Lana 
SSoora pentheon has been summarised to one god, 

‘and he is preyed on diffrent 
‘rom the clutches of 
‘Satan’, 8 synthesised name of all evil spirits. 
‘ghotts ond gods under the traditional order, 
They are more of less free from the belief in the 
‘existence of ‘underworlt’ oF “othorworld’ where 
‘the present life. is. regarded or condemned after 
‘death, Rather, the good life to them is in 
conformity with the socio-roligious norms, 
‘humenitaianism, helpfulness, co-operation these 
fre demended by their traditional solidarity and 
‘group cohesion 


‘The happy life, to the christian Saoras, isthe 
enjoyment of present life with the available 
materials or derived materials. tis of individu 
‘lisic enjoyment. Although they live with Lanjia 
‘S2ora in the same village or in the village of their 

possession 
fof the household somewhat different 
jn srrangoment, in neatness, in constructing 
‘edditional room and sepatate kitchen, etc. 
The Lana Seora observe resticton for 
‘certain tems of food, but the christian Sora 
fenjoy eating of food that is locally prohibited 
‘0 other sections of the Saore tribe, In matters 
(of dress, the newly converts of Interior area of 
Kerdeng (under Nuogeda block) put on Lanjia 
‘Seora dress of loin cloth ‘Katcha’ and skirt 
“Beds'. The merriment in feasts, extramarital 


{emi life are the individual happy 
they have borrowed from the western values of 
Christianity. 


To the Christion Saor, the prosperity of life is 
the sequisiton of land, money and social status 
which should be invested for further promotion 
of if in this world. They invest labour ond 
‘money for cultivation of high yielding variety of 
paddy during the months of January to May. 
‘They hice land trom the Lanjia Saora and Sudha 
Subara for this purpose, They avall tho. stato 
concessions of ‘subsidy for differen schemes 
granted by different fir 

Younger genetations are very active in 
‘economic benefits, oven to the extent of, 


‘Summing vp, the direction of change or social 
transformation of the Scora Society. is not in 
‘accordence with the scheme of sponsored dover 
lopment. The planners conceive the social 
change based on the chango of traditions! 
‘economic relations which would result in (a) 
‘mote money income of individual families trom 

igher production of monocrop of 
{cash crop, (b) appreciation of further investment 
for profit and investment, (¢) minimum standard 
of food, housing and eduestion, (d) utilisation of 
timo for economic benefit trough fuller employ- 
‘ent, and stove al the individual families. oro 
10 got such economic benef, The programmes 
‘10 sponsored by different specialised sgencies 
10 produce better and abrupt results. To name @ 
few of such mathods of the sponsoting develop 
‘ment are different covernmant agencies like the 
TDA, the Co-operstive Department, the Cental 
Government assistance scheme, the CARE 
feeding end others, The successful cases ote 
discontinued leaving the tibe to tke further 
Initstive in such exganisations, and, the feiure 
esas are not deeply thought of, instead. ere 
sully reinterpreted under ¢ new name. 


bi 


‘The economic intersctions, in Seors tribe, 
‘should be conceived in different dimensions end 

(980 diffused thst thelr isolation from the whols 
(Of social reltions is 2 nought. Ths is @ characte 
tistie testure of all wibel soclaties, especially in 
{20868 of those which are not homogenous group. 
Nevertheless. homogenity in the matters of 
Kinship, religious manifestetion ond vslue 
‘tientetion derived out of such socio-rligious 
‘Organisations or “Social milieu’ is taken to be 
‘tho base for such sssussment. Man is double 
Ho's not meroly a bio-payehicel being, he is also 
octal and cutural being. He has foundation 
In the organism and hance his actions are limited, 
As a social and cultural being his actions ere 
‘collective representations tradition, codes, themes 


|n culture, The social change as desired in the 
‘Sponsored development must not ignore the social 

santext which their social relation- 
Socio cultural elements clusared 


Tmiliou oF 


‘ween the sections of Scora and between the 


‘think 
themselves a soporate category nearer to the caste 
society. They seggregste themselves ftom the 
Lanjia Ssora and Christin Ssora by limiting, in 
‘every possible way the social and economic 
‘lations, Thre are instances of ‘certain case, 
‘studies thet the Sudhe Sabara refused to oval ofthe 
financial sasitanee on the plow that such assis 
tance is meont for the wibals like the Lanjia 
‘Ssora, There are few villages in the agency tract 
Where Sucha Sabara tive in the same hamlet with 
the Lanjio and Christin Ssore, The economic 
co-operetion between the Lanjia and Chistian 
‘Saora is very intense so much 80 that both of the 
‘communities co-operative in cultivation of swid= 
dens, in the diversion of water resource to the 
torteced fields. in sharing the produce of “matam 
‘and “Garjang’ ‘Andruku’ sleoping in the same hut 
‘of the “Bagedse" at night, in exchanging rew:food 
‘grins, tamarind. benana, beet, in_ participating in 
‘communal hunting end theit co-operation is 


emphasised in s0 many ways beyond the economic 


cctivities. Excepting religious isolation, to an 
Outsider the Chistian Szora ate thought to be the 
att of Lanja community. They share sentiment 
‘which was manifested in the recent Saorafitverios 
‘st Bhremerpur, Gumms, Nuagods sgainst the 
Christian Pans, Both the communities have less 
social stetus in the regional hierarchy in compari« 
son to the Sudha Sabara. Betides other factors, 
‘the feeling of solidarity between the Lenjis and 
Cristian Sora opens up a new avenue that is 
‘manipuleted by tho later community. The 
itferentels of economy, Iteracy and world view 
between the two communities have brought two 
signiticant changes of relations in consequence of 
itferentials of manipulations of the sources of 
sponsored development that economic subordi= 
tion of the former and social domination of the 
ater over the former 


The time from January to May is a busy period 
for both the sections of Sudho Sabara and Lena 
‘Seora. During this tims, the Lanjia Seora are 
‘to mest theit“Kheis' people on diferent occasions 
of feasts lke "Katja, “Guar festivels of “Pause: 
‘Kandla Nus' ‘Amba Nu2’, sacrifices of animale 


towards the fulfilment of desires of tho siti, 
‘dead ancestors and other socal functions thereto. 
‘The socio-eligious obligations are menifold so 
that they afe to atvange money to rest tho expe 
‘308 of marriage ceremonies, the expanses of pa 
Cipation In feasts and repeyment of ifts and 
Seotifices held for the security of the villa 
Community and £0 on, The Interesting feature Is 
that the agvieultural operations either in terracos 
‘and swiddens ro taboo on such oncosions of 
the faasts, The Lanjia engage themselves, If at 
fl, for temporary economic gain such 98 road 
constuction to moet the religious oF mariage 
expenditures. Similarly the Sudha Sabsra ere 
busy in. attending the regional and. local 
‘Kulamala’ in organising the “Baljate’ for twenty 
‘one days, setting out for pilgrimage if possible, 
fand holding. matrioges, otc. The summar potlod 
Ts thought by the two communities to be a 
tacoss season after agricultural operations. They 
desta to spond the seasons for clearing the 
frrear work. In oontrast, the Chistian Saora 
Utilize the period for further economic gains, 
{mn this time the government. agoncies. with thelr 
objectives ond targets, ty to lunch thelr 
programmes In the area, The Christian S90ra 
{ako full advantage of the opportunites for taking, 
oan advanced under the schemes of dug wol, 
‘of boo-koaping, of goatory, of cultivation f high 
Yielding paddy, of orchard, of construction of 
Tord and of other development projects of tho 
national and stato Government as wall. They 
have two objectives—development of economic 
status would being social status In a wider plane, 
fand the othor Is 19 solze exclusive and poltial 
dominance in the egeney aren. 


‘Thore fe a- series of consequences. of tho 
latter aim, Their tepondarant number In 
the troct has made possible on their part, to 
‘occupy more of the lected seats in Gram 
Panchoysts, Panchoyet Samitis ond Board of 
frectors. of diferent financial agencies which 
‘a readvancing loan with subsidy. The sectionst 
fmbslance of change in the Sacra tibe has 

8 intormedisry 


Dut also between diferent agencie 
Government. Again, the Christian Seore conce- 
puslize the prosperity of ‘life in the economic 
‘gtin coupled with saving and investment. Infact, 
{hoy acquite land by clearing forests. purchasing 
from the Lenjia and Hindu peasants. | The 
fattlement camps ere crowded with the cases 
‘of petitions for recording of land that was sold 
by them some years ago. There aro also. moves 
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ments and demonstrations for 
widens recorded in the cultivators. nam 
Uilistion of forest resoutess without Interference, 
for cancellation of reserved forests, for gotting 
buck land from the non-tibals that was trans 
fered 20 of 30 years back end_ mony others thet 
‘would help them to take political leadership in 
the togion. The. motive was for atsinment of 
focial prestige in secular field which would 
probably compensate the loss of social prestige 
ft the. local level being sorrounded by the 
‘dominant Hindu neighbours 


‘Besides the love! political loadership_ they ty 
to extend to the national level, The compet 
tion for the same would be. limited within tho 
tribo ca thoy desire, And there should be no 
Interference in economic and pottics! spheres from 
‘other ethnic categories other than ihe Szora, in 
their land, For this purpose thoy fuse their 
Idensty with the Lanjla Seora 98. the eommon 
inhabitant of tha tract and. should exclude others 
participating in the sponsored development in the 
fvoa, ‘As auch, the historical jsoletion is added 
by tho politcal and economic, isolation of tho 
‘Snore land, 0 reserved. tact for a prosorved 
{catogory. The direction of social transformation is 
‘thorwise, lost inthe half-way, as thoy are not 
tusumed by th sponsored development. 


‘Atter« prociye description of the Svota view 
‘of good, happy end prosperous iifo at the levale 
‘of individual and-group, an offort ia made to 
Jtolate some of thu independent factors, those 
‘re in conflict with tho sponsored development. 
{n'a wider plano of ieolation and continnum, tho 
fostures of @ tribel sooty ate the--(e) Isolation 
interme of subjectva awaroness and “objectiva 
reality’ (b) a value eystem of equality, (0) boat 
Ja elase rations botweon the supornatural and 
man. Besides, the possants and tribes sharo 
Common demoninators ke. (a) solf-sutiiont 
economics with symblatle roletions with other 
tthnic categories, (6) segmentary and functional 
Tineages which ero omphasised by the Kinship 
reference and inheritance and (0) tho religious 
pantheon is attuctured with & pracmitic consi- 
oration of feiiity in_crops and women ond $0 
‘many ather socio-economic twits (Sinha 1989: 
4968: 67: 83:). In Indien context, not only 
the tribes are soperate ethnic catagories, but also 
‘thoy ae cultural categories. It is Conceived that 
the peasants are made out of tribal people, The 
process of transformation presents a scale whe 

Gt diferent points the dfferent style of life are 
fosated (Bailey 1960; Rodfeld, 1941: 292 1963. 


6:28) .. The typological scale. further oxampli- 


fies that some wibuls ar loosely assimilated with 
their association 


the Hindu peasantry. 
‘tends them towards 3 

1uperordination 

Vineage and local groups (1943— 

'1959— Srinivas, 1968—Mondalbsurn, 

1973—Mazumdar). To one's 


Ghurya, 
1966—Bose, 
lssatisfction the categorisation of Indian ibes 


Jn the scale has made them an amorphous. From 
the point of view of the national systom, those 
inermediate and other grades of ‘variation of 
tribal societies may be reduced to three types 


‘The Saora can be located in the three social 


jve category matching towards the 
‘assimilation with the national system and indy 
easanty. However, the sections of the ‘vibe 
‘are distinguished by the retention of some of the 
typical socio-cultural features ot ideal type of 
tribal society. The sections ean bo distinguished, 
‘rom each other on tho basis of their encompa- 
ssing the moral community, holding of cogni- 
tive value, extending the social interactions. 
Taking all the throe bases togather, the Saore 
Feact independently of tie sponsored development. 


First of al, the feoing of inclusiveness is. the 
structural aspect of the Lana Saora community 
which is centred around the kinship and is 
‘magnified by such segmentaty lineage relations. 
‘The relations are buttressed by the economic 
‘co-operation. helpfulness, socis! participation 
‘and those give riso to their social solidarity and 
‘Social Identity. The efficient use of co-opartive 
‘actions and material resources, as fore thought 
by the agencies of the sponsored development, 
time, energy tools, meterisl envionment and 
objectivity of social relations, have lost sight vf 
the intrinsic goodness and moral life of primitve 
‘ection of the Saora tbe. Their motal fe is 
‘manifest actions and sot of fucts that they Sook to 
‘transla In their dally Wo. AS the sponsored 
dovelopment includes accumulation of ‘individual 
woalth and power, it is in direct opposition to 
the good fe of the Lanjia Ssore. They 
religiously limit the matatals for ther happy and 
Prosperous. Ifo also. Tho Lanjie Saore do not 
consider development beyond their lineage and 
local groups. The prosperous life in terme of 
‘economic individualism is not concoived at the 
‘expense of lineage solidarity and local groups 
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‘Toe infrastructures of agricultural development, 
heath and family planning programmes do not 
‘sppeal to them a they ate not ‘elated to thei 
‘Bagads cultivation, and worshipping of the dead 
ancestors, tutolaries and so forth, In the 
‘sponsored developmental programmes, they 
0 not obtain the scope for the manifest actions 
fof good, happy and prosperous life, Thoy 
do not conceive the happiness without the 
‘cultural participation of the gods and spirits 
ln drinking liquor, in eating “Good food and 
‘enjoying the mettimonts. in the presence of 
their kin mombors of this world and of the 
lander world, Besides, their village and lineage 
thy conceive of developmont of the repion 
hat they shouldbe ia the unrestrained 
possession of swiddens and celebration of ‘thelt 
Seasonal festivals which might express their 
traditional and emotional life. The assumed 
vertical mobility of Lanjia Saora community 
| in fact, in conflict with their horizontal 
mobility. range of movement of the homo- 
‘geneous gioup and similar dagree of intensity 
Js in process of transfer from one relation t0 
another and fom the cultural aulonomy of 
lunspecialization to the subordination though 
the short-run economic prosperity is the 
promise 


‘On the othethand, to the Sudha Sabares and 
Christian Sores, the prosperous life of economic 
Ingividuslism should be used for the gioup 
‘cohesion oF sttzinment of solidarity. lond 

towards the status mobility inthe hierarchical 
‘order in the former case, and political leadarship 
fn the later case. The scope for full employ- 
‘ment and utlistion of time, envisaged in the 
‘sponsored development, a conceived differently 
by the Score. The Lenjia Saora use the timo 
for meeting his affinal and other relation 
before proceeding to the Bagada folds in tho 
‘wintar soesons: the Sucha Sabaras spend tho 
time towards the individual preparation for 
‘achieving Khandayat-caste status and for the 
Iie after death. The investments aro also made 
for the prosperous lite in the othor world. It 
‘seems that the Saora could not reconcile 
between the ‘omic’ view of prosperity and 
Drosperous lite with the etic’ view of happy and. 
prosperous life inherent inthe sponsored 


‘Secondly, the agencies of tho sponsored 
evelopment approach the community with the 
‘specialized interests of uniplex relations to deal 
with the single activity. The approach of the 
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agencies should be reinforced with other relation- 
ships. They are accustomed with the diffused 
fand multiplex relations. AS a supplicant. wihe~ 
ther they are agencies or tribals, the relations 
must be Sought diffused to. make them mor 
felations, The sponsored development progro- 
Immers must not close the eyes to the fect of 
the Score Society that is founded upon multi- 
plex rolatonships, (It may be pointed out that 
the ebolition of Muthadari system in the egency 
Invnot adequatey repleced oF provided for by 
the functions ether thon the Muthedars used 10 
thatge besides the rovenue collections). The 
Sponsored development process. should be free 
fiom. the thought of 9 routine process in which 
all the steps, contingoncles and! stryotuel vari- 
‘ables are manipulated. The Saore is not fully 
Sure of theit good crop and annual shortage of 
food though the sponsored development 
‘agencies ensure them, with every possible 
rmoasure of ltigetion, pesticide, stock of food 
igtein in warehouses end spreading of TDG fait- 
Dice shops inthe scuuse, they aro from 
two different moro! communities. 


‘Any mocality presupposes on order and 
certain. standards. Tho Sudha Sabaro tend to 
‘wards tho “salvation teiglon’ (Hinduism). being 
‘emulated with the 6octed loro and ‘sucted faith’ 
fon the one hand, snd being pessants aro. in 
Constant touch with the ature and moro. suse 
fcoptiblo to supernstural forms on the otharhand. 
‘To thom, the. idea of sponsored development 


agricultural programmes. They hope to experi 
fence a style of life that is reduced to the strict 
‘minimum of need, opposed to rivalry of interest, 
‘scaticism —congrunt with the capitalistic 
fititude. To them, the development of the 
fegion should confer opportunity to scquite a 
Sociol status equated with the social status. of 
Khandaysts (a militia class) in the regional 
hieraichy of a easto society. 


‘Tho sociel change, in the form of exogenous 
social movement in tho schoduled tbat aress, 
timing to teinforce productivity and. economic 
betterment presuppose, the .‘spaclo-temporal 
perspective’, ‘objectivity’ and “inside view’ of the 
Seora cultures, The matrix of responses to the 
sponsored development in. differant sections. of 
the giest ibe of Sao 8 roughly delineated 
‘that the primitive section of Lanjia elite section 
‘of Christan Sores tend to eyestallio the fesling 
fof ‘subnationaliem’ —perpotuating the ‘selected 
‘spects of their culture’. On tho otherhond, the 
offer the 


tenet, ‘emulation- 
‘of the diffrantals of emulations or Hinduizotion. 
‘The similor assumptions ato proved in a most 
general wey that : 


(1) the economic opportunities mado 
vollable to visual groups should 
permit 9 broad base and should bo 


id of the political opportunitos, 


With “all the good intentions is essentially on (2) “and it political ond othor 
Urban one lacking teligiousity, Moreover, the privileges ate withdrawn In tho near 
idea of development of “his family and. lineage future, thero fs even a grostor possiblity 
members. is, a the first instance, t0 abide by tho ‘of increasing the forces of ‘solidarity of 
‘tict principles of conservatism which are ‘wibesmen quo tribesmen in. India of 
‘contrary 0 the family planning programmes. and ‘the future! 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
s1971 F.G., The Pecsant View of Bad Life in Poosants and Peasant Socitie, Edited by 
"Teodor Shenin, pp. 902-303, 
241978 Nisbert, A. Robert, The Sociology of Emile Durkheim Heinemann, London, pp. 256—260 
3-4968 Shins, D. Mastill,Tibesmen, Prontico-hal, Inc, Englewood ifs, New Jersay. 
4-1948,_V, Elswin and Saota, Fitwis, Man in India, Vol. XXV, Ranchi pp, 64—68 
15-1954 Bennet, H. G. etal “ecculturetion: an examplery formulation, American Anthropologi 
Vol. 56, No. 6 Part. 
16-1955 The Religion of an Indian Tribe, OXFORD Univ, Pr. Law, Sinha, $.-1969, Tribal Cultures of 
Peninsular India es a Dimension of Litle Tradition in the Study of Indian Civilization: 
‘A preliminary statemont in Trodtional India : Structure and Change, Edited by Miton 


Singer, pp. 301—311. 


2 


= sa Nc — aia ama I ta ily i aia i 


1965 


7-1960 


Stu 
1963 
e-1943 


91960 


1974 


‘ribe-caste and Trbe-peasant continua in Central India—Man in India Vol. 46, No. 1, 
pp. 5783 


Bailey F. G, Tribe, 
Redtisld, R., The Folk Culture of Yogstan. The University Press Chicago, 


asto and Nation, 


The Primitive World and its Transformation, University of Chicago Press. 


Ghureya, G. S, The aborigno sociaed and thei future, Gokhale Institute of Politice and 
Economic in Poona, 

Mahopatia, 1. K, Towards a Typology of Socio-cultural Changos in tribal and Ral India, 
Pars 


Mahopatra, L. K., Determining Social types on tho Tibe-possant continuum, in Joumnel of 
‘the Indian Anthropological Society, Vol. 9, No. 1-A, pp, 81-82. 


Health Problems of Primitive Tribal 
Communities of Orissa 


‘The preamble of the chortor 
Health Organisation attempts to 
1a State of complete physical, mental ond 


hi 
More than 12 petcent 
population of the country is found in Orissa 


Today tribal developments highly 
challenging end at the samo time 2 very “difficult 
process. The development of wibsl people is 
possible only when the health of the tribals is 
found and idesl. Heolth care therefore cannot 
be visualised in isolation and hes to be linked 
with the overall development of the tribal 
Villages. While _davoloping comprehensive 
‘models, efforts should be made to have multi- 
tisciplinary approach which should include health 
tare, provision of sife inking water, cheaper 
Scientific methods for disposal of excreta, 


“a 


—Dr, Almas Ali 


rainage system, etc. All_these attributes have 
‘direct impact on the health status of the tribal 
‘people. Orissa occupies 9 unique position in 
{he tribal map of India and has the second largost 
‘ribat population among the States of tho 
‘country. It has been the epitome of 62 tribes 
‘numbering over § million constituting 23°11 por 
‘cent of the State's total population of about 
22 milion, according to the census of 1971. 
‘The tides of Orissa are not of one uniform 
compact mass and they prosent a wide 
Tinguistic, ethnic and cultural varity being in 
‘varous stages of development-economicaly, 
‘educationally and culturally. Because of those 
‘striking differences. in theit levels of dovelop: 
‘ment and in view of the vast divarsity of tho 
Socio-economic situstion in different tribol areas, 
‘what holds good in one cose need not nacessa 
‘uit in other cases and therefore any formula 
fpprosch for heelth cate is not only unsuitable 
‘but unthinkable. 


Unfortunately the primitive tribes of Oris 
hove relatively litle or 10 access to even the 
most elementary form of health care, Tragically 
‘enough, they are. the very people who are. in 
Simost necd of health care because they are 
the most vulnerable to digesse and have high 
egiee of morbidity and malnutrition. 


Comprehensive studies pertaining to health 
and nuatitone! status among primitive tribes of 
Orissa are very scanty. Data necessary for on. 
‘evalustion of health, nutition and genetic 
problems among these. ibs! communities ere 
Inadequate end often completely: lacking and 
therefore very litle or nothing is known about 


‘these and correlated espects of the primitive 
‘bel groups. Hence the health problems faced 
‘by most of the primitive tribes are yet to be 
Identified end heeith end nutritional status to be 
assessed. 


‘There is simost total lack of research into 
‘what ave the actual health needs of the people. 
[Becsuse of this lecuna tho health programme for 
‘wibal areas have been developed either intuitively 
‘oF by adopting some models of health care 
plogrammes which have beon successful soma- 
‘where in an altogether different geographical, 
‘ological and socio-economic background. Thus 
‘poor imitations, which are not 
suited for tril afeas of Orissa. Moreover lack 
‘of bisle epidemiological data. in tribal areas 
trkes it even mare difficult to effect 9 rational 
Allocation of limited resources which re 
available for health care, 


© The tribal groupe living in different ecosystem 
fece healin, genetic and nutrition problems of 
varying nature, Due to lack of ppropriate. end 
dependeble dete there is 2 greater need for 
‘establishing « profile of health and nutrition 
problems of each tribel group in the context of 
‘mictositustion which can provide besic epidemio~ 
Jogical deta on frequency and distribution of 
different diseases (including nutitonat 
‘Seficloncles, genatic disorders, communicable 
siseaees et). yp 


‘There hss beon in “recent ests considerable 
developmental inputs for the upliftment of ribet 
Population, Therefore we felt the immediste 
reed to undertake a comprehensive study to 
faseess the health and nutitional status of the 
primitive tribes of Orissa in the context of overall 
evelopment of tribal population. The  infor- 
mations obtained on these aspects would not 
‘only help in tho planning of sctivtes. to. meet 
theirneeds but ection-oriented health pro- 
frammes with problem solving and result- 
o'iented approach could be adopted so that 
effective measutes could be taken in order to 
Improve their health ond nutitional status 
‘depending upen tho recommendations emerging 
‘out of the prosent study. 


‘Thus 0 beginning was made emong two of the 
sg) Priitve tribes of Orisa, namely Kutia-Kondhs 
‘end Pauri Bhuinyas of Phulboni and Sundargarh 
distit raspectvely, whero intensive studies to 
‘csess the health and nuftitional status wos taken 
‘up with ® view to extending such studies 
among other tribes of the Stato ata later date 


ro 


Objectives of the Study 
1. To assess tho health status, and disease 


profile of Kutia-Kondhs and Pauri Bhuinyes and 


factors which dotermina them: 
2 To find out their dietary habits and assess 
the extent of malnutrition among them. 
3.,To study tho special health hazards vie 
‘Genetic diseases afflicting these tribal population, 
4. To get an insight of their belief system 
regarding diseases and thelr traditional methods 
‘of toatmant, 


5. To formulate action-oriented programmes 
‘and provide suitablo services to moot their health 
‘and austition need and 


6. To assist the Government in tho limplo~ 
‘mentation of the recommendations emerging out 
‘of such studies and in the long run to evalusto 
Periodically the impect of these measures on 
health and nutitional status of these tribal 
population. 


‘Target population and Coverage 

Target population—To begin with, two of the 
ptiowtve tibes have been taken up for the study 
they ate the Kutia-Kondhs of Phulbsni district 
‘and Pauri Bhuinyas of Sundorgerh district. Kutia- 
Kondhs ate 2 primitive section of the great 
Kondh tbe which was once noted for its 
hortied practices of human sacrifice and female 
infanticide. The Pauri Bhuinyas or Hill Bhuinyas 
‘are @ primitive section of the Bhuinya Tribe. 
Both the Kutia-Kondhs and Pauri Bhuinyss re 
‘even today away from the pale of civilisation 
jn mountain fastnesses and load a life of squalor, 
poverty and misery, 


Coverage 
‘Two villages viz; Burlubaru Inhabited by Kutia- 
Kondhs and Jaldih inhabited by Pauri Bhuinyas 
‘wore studied. The village of Burluboru les a 
istance of about 1} kms. ftom Bolghar Polico- 
‘Station on the Ambodola-Belghar road in Tumudi- 
bandh block of Phulbani district. It is situated at 
' hoight of about 2,250 ft. above soa level and 
lies roughly on 19:47°-N latitude and 8344°-€ 
Jongitude, on the north-east fringe of the eastern 
‘hst. This village is practically out off from al 
ides by a series of hill ranges and undetdevsloped 
‘communication system. The village of Jali ties 
‘ata distance of about 8 Kms. rom Koi, in the 
hilly area. of Bonai Sub-division of Sundargarh 
Giatrct. The village is completely isolatod and 


‘inaccessible, situated ata height of about 2800 tt 
‘above soa-level and ies roughly on 21"18-N 
Tatitude and 85°30°-E longitudo on an open table 
land on @ hil-top of Malayagit mountain range 


Methodology 

Hoolth and nutiiion survey + Health and 
‘Nutitional status of both the villages wos assossed 
though clineal examination, nutition survey and 
Inboratory investigations. The overall nutritional 
‘appearance of each case was appraised to find 
‘Out whethor a person is. grossly undorwoight oF 
‘has generalised akin losion or other indications of 
unsatisfactory health, possibly duo to nutritional 
Imbalance, Changes in hair, eyes, skin, neck, 
‘mouth, tooth, knoe and ankle, jotk 
‘edema of lowor extrometios suggesting possible 
‘utrtiona daicioncy were evaluated. Consumption 
‘of food was assousad by taking up a diat survey 
iin which weight of raw uncooked food articles 
‘was taken twice dally for soven consecutive days 
in four selected households. 


Data on hygiene, sanitation, religious balets 
‘about health practices, traditional methods of 
‘weatment, present health condition and heslth 
facilites and medical cate available in the vilage 
‘were collected by observation and by interviewing 
people of the village, 


Haematological investigations with special 
teferance to gunetic diseases. such as sickle-cell 
‘disease and rod-cell enayme deficiency (@-6-PD) 
‘wore cattled out with tho help of following 
smothods:— 


(i) For detection of sickle-cell disease the 
simp sickling test was conducted using 
sodium-mots-bisulphato. 


(i) For detection of G-6:PD deficiency 

‘adoptedusing 

2.6 Dighloto-Phanol ‘ndopheno! and 
Phenacin-mothasulphato 

(ill) For detection of malarial parasite thick 


‘and thin blood films wor 
‘xaminod. 


takon ond 


Major findings 

From the prosent study tho following 
health problems hove emerged. In the matter of 
health and sanitation both the Kutla-Kondhs and 


tho Pouti Bhuinyos ro vory backward and 
brimitiv. Their knowledge regarding health and 
hutttion is tudimentary. Their isolation and 


backwardness and their feith and reliance on the 
tional medico-religious methods are the 
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‘main reatons for the low degree of awareness 
‘about modem medical practices. Other factors 
‘which attribute to poor health are the. lack of 
‘environmental sentation, persona! hygiene, poor 
living ‘condtion, including improper ventilation 
and. the lke. Qur study revealed that many of 
the recognised threats to health ike diathoes, 
Upper roapiratory tract infections, malnutrition, 
worm Infestations, ete, which were common 
‘among Kutla-Kondhs and Paurl Bhuinyas are 
proventible, Therefore an effective. programme 
‘of preventive modical care can be taken up. tn 
the existing health care system in these tribal 
‘reas not much emphasis is given to preventive 
‘and promotive aspact, main biae boing on 
‘curative side, $0 thoro is need to rovieo tho 
Priorities in tibal atone. Therefore preventive 
‘and promative health and nutrition should be 
‘avon the top pricrty, Preventive public health 
‘measures can make great headway in improving 
‘of heslth in these area. 


There is slso need of feeding back the 
necessary informations and important facts 
brought to light through our health survey 
regarding theit diseate, deficiencies and_ alarming 
situation of their heelth. One of the most 
Significant observations that hes emerged from 
these studies telates tothe high Incidence of a 
‘genetic disorder, i.e, the deficiency of red-cell 
‘enzyme Glucdse-6-Phosphate dehydrogenase 
(G-6-PD) among the _Kutia-Kondhs. The 
Incidence of sickle-cell diseaso was also quite 
high. Malaria was very common in Belg 
198 among Kutlas, Presumebly the hill aress of 
Bolghar are hyperendemic for malarial infection 
(P. falciparum).  Kutia-Kondhs. may have been 
possibly exposed to malarial infection for the 
fast several hundreds of years. and as. result 
such mutation might have occurred in them, The 
hetrozygous advantage in affording protection 
‘against malar, particularly against plasmodium 
falciparum is. known and this possibly must ve 
tho genesis of such a high incidence of sick) 
cell disease ond G-8-PD deficiency. Otherside 
‘of the problem is more slarming. While 
‘radicating malaria tho role of -6:PD deficiency 
should be given due emphasis. Administration 
(of antimalarial drugs ike Primaguine to pettons 
oficient in G-6-PD enzyme produces hemolysis, 
‘uses sovere health hozeids and sometimes this 
may bo even fatal, 80. ins ing them 
from the grip of malaria we can do. great harm 
by giving antimalarial drugs. Thorefore, the 
radical snd paramecical personnel. operating in 
‘those tribe! areos should be aware ofthis fact, 


Tharelore studies of Haemoglobinopathies 
Including sicKlo-cal! gene and. of G-6-PD 
defleleney is of paramount importance 36. it 
Presumed that many. tbe! communtios live in 
hyBetendemic. zones of malaria (P. falciparum) 

una’ 'th gone often co-exista in the sama 
Popultion” It, thus poses. an odded health 
Problems “when cafe is needed “not to use tho 
Entimslorist drugs In en incacriminate man. 

te wos ls found thot the water of the hill 
yma of Burlubors area whieh tha Kutis- 
‘inking “nd cooking purposes 

Contained graphite. The Kutias complsin about 

indigestion and itation in stomach often. 

‘Those troubles may be. due to graphite containt 


Jn water, Incidence of leprosy was found to be 
very high in nearby —Kutia-Kondh village, 
Rangaparu. They afe not secluded from thelr 


society and live in close 
members. The study also indicated a high 
Incidence of tuberculosis among the Kutiss. 
Low blood pressure was found to be very 
‘common and not_ single case of hypertension 
‘was recorded. This may be attributed to their 
Tow sait culture. 


7 Among the Pauri Bhuinyas genetic diseases 
‘uch a8 sickle-coll disease and G-6-PD defci= 
fency Was abssnt among the surveyed population. 
‘The incidence of malaria wes comperatvely 
Jess. Gastro-intestinal tract dissase were of 
‘common occurence and frequency of dysentty 
fand diarthoos was igh among Pauri Bhuinyss. 
‘The other major diseases prevalent were those 
of the espiratory system, ENT group of diseases, 
‘worm infestation, Influenza and skin diseases. 


The common diseases soon in the present 
ation, Hike. atherosclerosis, diabetes, cancer 


civil 
and 


tionably low. The disruption 

balance has advoraaly affect 

1s. Slash and burn type of cultivation, 

results in considerable degradation and_sbrinkage 
cof forests. The disoppoarance of wid lite have 
In turn deprived thom of their vacitional soures 
fof protein. The change In vegetation pattern 
“ofthe area, 2s well as the new usages of minor 

‘Tproducts of forests, tack of method of preserva~ 
‘ion, baliave. system concerning. estsblished food 
habit, coupled with poverty, ihita-aey, supsst~ 
tons and ignorance avo adversely affected the 
diet of the wibals leading to mal-nutition. 


a 


‘Among the health hazards present in both 
these tribal areas nutritional diseases occupied 
2 unique place. High incidence of frank nutri 
tional deficiency was. present specially among 
the vulnerable segment of population, infants, 
children, pregnant women end nursing mothers. 
Vitamin’ A deficiency was evidenced by the 
described signs of Bito’s spots, Keratomalacia 
‘and in some eases the symptoms of night blinds 
‘ness. Numbness and tingling of the hands and 
feet due to Vit B deficiency was very common 
complaint and many children hed angular 
stomatitis. For every case of frank nutitional 
deficiency there wore several cases of sub- 
lineal or twilight” zone of malnutrition in 
‘theso areas. The relationship betwoen malnuttition 
Js in one hand and infection aswell es worm 
ffestation on the other is two-fold. Infection 
and worm infestation lower the nuttitional status, 
therelors widen the gap of deficiency and 
‘sqgtevate malnutttion. Malnutition coupled with 
lowering resistence makes the child more vulner- 
‘able in infection. Among most of the tbat 
children who die esrly of gastro-intestinal and 
respiratory infections, the real cause of death 
is the underiying malnutrition. The infection 
merely acts tke the last straw. 


‘The diet survey indicated that their diet is 
deficient in both quality and quantity as 
‘compared to the sccepted standard, Even the 
basic caloric requirements are not met, let alone 
‘ther dietary components. 

Nuvitions! nesds should bo solved by the 
‘community self through @ better utilisation of 


but nuwitious food. Specific objective 
therefore be to test at the. village tevel how 
locally scceptable and avallable food can best 
‘meat the nutritional needs of vulnerable groups. 
tis therefore necessary 10 analyse the food value 
fof such food-stuff which are locally avaleble 
‘and populaise such qutitious food as to provide 
{2 balance diat to them. 


‘The Kutio-Kondhs and Pauri Bhuinyss have a 
strong habit of drinking alcoholic beverages, 

habit, 
itis necostary to analyse all types of alchohol 
beverages ehomiealiy and find out if they contain 
‘any nutiients, minerals ond vitamins. Any 
Proposal for stopping the habit of drinking 
should include suggestion of substitute which 
will Supply the same nutionts. 


‘The nature and value of traditional medicinal 
systems particularly the herbal medicines should 
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Many enteric ailments can be eliminated by 
\/Atinking water from protected sources. It is 
necessary 10 dig walls in the village and make 
‘tho water free ftom contamination and persuade 
‘the people to use water from this eource for 
stinking 
‘The Kutis-Kondhs and Pausi Bhuinyss believe 
in their waditions! medicinal system because it 
“its in with theit culture and their way of thin 
king. If they believe in wrath of Gods, evi 
pts and magic, it must be remembered thet 
it pervades their whole life and does not epply 
to'their view of medicine only. These trbals 
ste mostly not exposed to 
techniques which evolved among civilizations 
‘over the centuries, continue living im en insular 
Present. Not have they changed their belts 
Gnd customs. Thus they belive in thelr taboos, 
totems and superstitions cnd these beliefs. shepe 
their thoughts, ideas and practices in their daly 
‘etivles.. Moreover the study of wibal culture 
indicates thet public heslth is. an_ integral pert 


survival hes 


Of the soclal process in which wants, baing snd | poramedical personnels have a good knowledg* 


{functions his body end mind, activity. emotions 
‘and social relations are. interwined inio en 
ftganie whole. Therefore sny imbalance in. the 
tunity of functions of this whole or eny part 
thereof may recut in illness in any of the parts 


‘of the _configurstion. 
(of such belief in supemsturlism 2s one of the 
‘trong causes of ilinass it is very difficult to 
‘eccord sppreciation and scceptance by the 
Kutia-Kondhs and Pauri Bhuinyas of the modern 
heath end hygienic measures. 


However things are changing in both the 
KKutia-Kondh and Pau Bhuinya community 
‘with considerable rapidity, Though their faith 
fon the medicine-men has changed least these 
‘tibels have shown en inclination towards modern 
‘gredicel practices. During our field work it 
‘wes apparent that they were becoming fevourably 
Driented towards modem medical prectices 
For exemple, they wanted to bo examined with 
‘the help of the stethoscope, get their blood 
pressure cheked up nd also wanted their blood 
‘to be taken and examined under the mictosco 


“There is complate vacuume in the tribal 
far es medical service and cite ate concerned. 


‘The wibsls complain thot whenever they havo 
‘gene to any Health Centre located in theit ore 
they find 90 one there to provide them with 
‘medical aid needed by thom because most of 
the time the doctor and their medical staff 
are absent. 


‘A subtle qualitative dimension is the unwitin« 
‘gress of the ety tained doctors to sorve In tho 
Interior wibet aress and at the seme time tho 
Lunwilingness of tbl fotk to use the existing 
P.H.C. Therefore 9 doctor should try to 
lunderstand cultural and intllectral level of 
the tribal folk with whom he hes to work and 
should develop respect for cultural differences. 
Fhe most common complain of our doctors 
inthe Primaty Health Contre or dispensaries 
in tribe! steas is thet the tribal patient doet 


rot come to thom but he goes to thel 
‘own healers i. ¢. tho magic mon, “Gunies', 
‘flaulios’ Shemans ete. end whenever he 
comes to them it is too late to do 


fenything for him, yet, the tibel patient will 
continue to do s0 unless our doctors and 


bout the tibsl life, their culture and tradi- 
tions, customs and practices and unless they 
lunderstend or st lesst tty to understend 
erous constraints such os his mental attitude 
‘and make up, deep rooted cultural belief, 


poverty, 
isolation, etc, which prevent him to take the 
‘advantage of existing health services. 


communication barter, googrephieat 


‘Any. plan. 10 provide health” care to. these 
‘communities has. to rockon with @ fow 
ities of the tribal life. Prominent 

‘among these are extreme poverty, vost iliterecy, 

{Ge0graphical Isolation, communication bait, 

tedly high infant and child mortality, 

Prevalence of malnutrition, high 


the wide 
Incidence of anaemia, heavy load of commur 
xble dieeases, the wide range of preventible 


diseases 10 which they usually succumb, 
Special genetic disorders, their food habit, 
their mental makeup, traditional and culturally 
Footed belief on otiology, pathogensis and cure 

‘xistones’ of and. boliof n-tradl- 
such as tho witch doctors, 
‘Raulias’ sorcers, ete. Therofore no. sound 
health “protrame can afford to. Ignore these 
cultural factors, 


‘A holistic programme should be evolved, 
wherein the health demands should be integrated 
‘with other psycho-social needs of the primi 
tive tribal communities. This bundle model 
‘with multidimensional Interacting components 
Will be more acceptable to these people because 
‘some of the felt-needs with benefits known 


to thom will facilitate adhorance to the 
programme. The goal of the health programmes. 
should not merely ba to deliver health services 
but to promote social change in local health 
culture In order to establish, through  panci- 
pation, utilization, leaming and diffusion a 
positive health behaviour for improvement and 
‘maintenance of hesith, 


tin. therefore time to seriously look into 
‘the possibilities of microlevel planning for 
health in tibet arees of Orissa, Tho prosent 
highly centralized planning for health cannot 
take into consideration the realities of the main 
health hazard, the actual health need of tho 
‘ral communities, social 1 erarchy 
‘and political forces which can often render 
tho most efficient plan _ unworkable. at the 
village level. It is therefore essential and 
Important to evolves system of mierolavel 
planning for health end nutrition for the primi- 
tive tribes. of Orsse; the objectives may be 
similar but the methodology must by necessity 
‘bo different for diforent vibal communities, 
Therefore an integrated and intet-disciplinary 
apptosch to evolve suitable health programmes 
for different tribal groups is most desirable and 
it should constitute an integral part of develop 
‘mental programme of the primitive tribal commu 
nities of Orissa, 
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